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Equal access to healthcare for all population groups facing multiple 
vulnerability factors 

 
1. Doctors of the World calls on national governments and EU institutions to 
ensure public health systems built on solidarity, equality and equity, 
open to everyone living in a European Member State, rather than 
systems based on a profit rationale. 
 
 Proactive, low-threshold and financially accessible medical services where 

all patients are cared for unconditionally, regardless of residence status. 
 

 Implementation of ECDC recommendations: treatment for infectious 
diseases accessible to all as a minimum public health measure. All children 
in all European countries must have full access to national immunisation 
schemes and to healthcare. 
 

 All pregnant women must have equitable access to pre and post natal care 
and to delivery in the best conditions. 
 

 Concerning undocumented migrants, the opinions of NGOs and the FRA 
should be enforced: lifting of restrictive legal frameworks so that everyone 
can access all forms of essential preventive and curative healthcare; more 
efforts must be made by Member States to inform undocumented migrants 
and healthcare professionals about their rights to access healthcare. 

 
2. National governments, the EU and the Council of Europe must actively 
combat hate speech and populist, scapegoating anti-migrant discourse. 
In some countries, urgent measures must be taken to stop daily violence and 
impunity. In others, we count on political leaders to fight the more subtle 
symptoms of xenophobia. We denounce the myth of “health tourism” among 
vulnerable migrants. 
 
3. The Doctors of the World International Network urges the EU and the 
Council of Europe to develop means to protect seriously ill migrants from 
being deported to countries where they will not be able to access 
healthcare. Both these institutions firmly oppose the death sentence, yet 
when some undocumented migrants with HIV/AIDS, renal failure, cancer, 
hepatitis, etc. are sent back to their country of origin, the serious deterioration 
in their health or even, for some of them, the possibility of their death, must be 
considered and avoided at all costs by protecting them in Europe. 
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