
NEWSLETTER #7 

EUROPEAN NETWORK TO REDUCE VULNERABILITIES IN HEALTH 

AUGUST 2017 

 

AFTER THE MEDITERRANEAN, THE DESERT IN NIGER IS TURNING INTO A CEMETERY 

FOR MIGRANTS 

The bodies of 44 migrants (including children) have been found in the desert in June 2017. They died 

of thirst after the engine of their car broke down. The Agadez desert is turning into a cemetery for the 

migrants and refugees. 

The reason is that, following an agreement with the EU, the main road crossing the Agadez desert is 

closely guarded. Thus, migrants are forced to take dangerous and unknown roads. However, getting 

lost on a desert twenty times larger than Belgium, with temperatures reaching 50 degrees, can very 

quickly turn deadly. 

The number of people using the main road has drastically dropped since the agreement with the EU. 

Far from preventing people from crossing the desert, it means that more and more people are taking 

secondary routes. The 44 bodies found in June may just be the tip of the iceberg. 

Doctors of the World-MdM Belgium – which provides care for migrants crossing 

Agadez – calls for an urgent reform of this agreement. Without any change, the 

desert in Niger is bound to turn into a cemetery for migrants.  

Read more about it in French and in Dutch 

 

DOCTORS OF THE WORLD UK LAUNCHES A CLINIC FOR GRENFELL TOWER SURVIVORS 

Doctors of the World UK has 

launched a clinic for Grenfell Tower 

fire survivors in North Kensington, 

London, to reach people who 

urgently need medical care but fear 

using the NHS. 

Our safe and confidential "pop-up” 

clinic near the tower opened on 30 

June and is staffed by volunteer 

General Practitioners and 

caseworkers. Grenfell Tower was 

destroyed by a fire earlier in June – at 

least 80 people are presumed dead so far and scores of residents are still missing. In recent days, 

volunteers at the scene have reported that many undocumented migrants and asylum seekers who 

lived in the tower are not turning to official relief centres or institutions, even though they have serious 

injuries, because they fear being referred to Home Office immigration services. 
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https://www.medecinsdumonde.be/%C2%AB-apr%C3%A8s-la-m%C3%A9diterran%C3%A9e-le-d%C3%A9sert-au-niger-se-transforme-%C3%A0-son-tour-en-cimeti%C3%A8re-pour-les-migrants-%C2%BB
https://www.doktersvandewereld.be/%E2%80%9Cnieuw-migrantenkerkhof-de-maak-niger-eu-draagt-mee-verantwoordelijkheid%E2%80%9D


“When we visited the area around Grenfell Tower, volunteers immediately 

started telling us about families who were too scared to see a doctor even 

though they were suffering from smoke inhalation, or had been injured while 

escaping the tower, or were traumatised by the fire,” says Phil Murwill, who runs 

our Grenfell clinic. 

Grenfell survivors’ fears are sadly not unfounded – following a controversial deal, the Home Office can 

now routinely access NHS patients’ private records to track down undocumented migrants. 

Theresa May stated last week that Grenfell survivors and relatives of those who died would not face 

immigration checks while accessing services, but this is not allaying the fears of many people on the 

ground. May has not made it clear how these exemptions will work in practice or how long they will 

last. She has backed government moves to create a “hostile environment” for undocumented migrants 

for several years. 

Access here the whole story on MdM UK website   

 

"CAN YOU SEE ME NOW" PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION BY THE MIGRANT 

RIGHTS CENTRE IRELAND (MRCI)  

Portraits of Undocumented Migrants in Ireland Photographer: Liam Murphy 

“We are workers. We are parents. We are sons and daughters. We are people. 

We are undocumented. Across the country, undocumented people like us work in 

homes and businesses, on farms and trawlers. We care for children and for older 

people. Our work may be invisible to the government but it’s essential to Ireland 

– because of us families function, and without us Ireland doesn’t work. We 

refuse to be invisible any longer. Many of us have now been here for more than 

ten years. Just like the Irish undocumented in the US, all we need is a chance. 

After so many years working for Irish families and Irish businesses, we ask the 

Irish government – can you see us now?” 

For seven years, the “Justice for the 

Undocumented” campaign (JFU) has been 

raising awareness about the situation of 

long-term undocumented migrants in 

Ireland. Led by undocumented migrants and 

supported by the Migrant Rights Centre 

Ireland (MRCI), the campaign seeks a fair 

mechanism for undocumented people in 

Ireland to come forward and regularise their 

status. This photographic exhibition is a 

collaborative project between photographer 

Liam Murphy and members of the JFU campaign. Liam’s creative use of both shade and light 

emphasises the liminal space undocumented people inhabit: not hiding, strong and resilient, yet 

unable to fully step into the light.  

Read more on www.mrci.ie and www.liammurphyphotography.com #undocIRL 
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https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/news/doctors-of-the-world-launches-clinic-for-grenfell-tower-survivors
http://www.mrci.ie/
http://www.liammurphyphotography.com/


THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC HEALTH ALLIANCE CALLS ON THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO 

STEP UP COORDINATED EU ACTION TO TACKLE CROSS-BORDER HEALTH CHALLENGES  

Almost 200 organisations signed the petition addressed to the EU to ask for more focus on health at a 

European level. They fear the White Paper on the Future of Europe, published earlier this year, could 

lead the way for a “less EU scenario”, thus for a decrease in EU’s actions towards health issues at a 

European level. In an open letter to the President of the European Commission Juncker, they highlight 

the fact that “health is absolutely and unequivocally a core business of the EU; we need more health 

to unlock the full potential of economic and social policies”. 

Read the open letter here and access the EU-do-more-for-health campaign here 

 

THREE WORLD DAYS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE 

28 July was the World Hepatitis day, 30 July, the World Day against Trafficking in Persons and 19 

August, the World Humanitarian Day.  

World days are always a good opportunity to 

increase awareness about worldwide issues. 

On 28 July, various NGOs took the occasion to 

communicate about the Hepatitis that still 

causes millions of deaths per year, and about 

the price of the medicine against Hepatitis C 

that most people and healthcare systems 

cannot afford. 

30 July was the World day against trafficking in 

persons, which is the reality many people are 

facing even in Europe, especially during the 

migration path. 
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https://epha.org/eu-health-collaboration-crucial-for-europe-future/
https://epha.org/eu-do-more-for-health-campaign/


19 August was the World Humanitarian Day, the occasion to highlight the involvement of humanitarian 

workers around the world, and to remind political decision-makers that they are not targets. 

To see Doctors of the World UK’s blog article on the World Humanitarian Day, click here 

You can access Médecins du Monde France’s campaign Targets of the World here 

NEWS FROM THE PARTNERS 

Greece 

Doctors of the World-MdM Greece 

inaugurates a "Safe Refugees" online platform 

"Safe Refugees" is a web platform designed to 

help migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and 

people generally in need of information, by 

centralising the activities of organisations, 

NGOs and public services in Greece. 

The app includes activities such as free medical 

care, social counselling, psychological support, 

legal aid, feeding, 

housing, education, 

and other services 

related to the 

protection of 

human rights. 

The application can 

be accessed in five 

languages: Greek, English, French, Arabic and 

French. By pressing simple key buttons, users 

can choose the service they are looking for and 

see which organisation is offering it. 

You can access the English version of the app 

here 

Ireland  

MRCI is moving! 

From Monday 24th July, the Migrant Rights 

Centre Ireland will be based at 28 North Great 

George's Street (just off Parnell Street) in 

Dublin 1. 

Lithuania  

This year, the Lithuanian Association of HIV 

affected women and their families “Demetra”, 

experienced significant obstacles in providing 

anonymous, rapid and free HIV testing for all 

who need it. Indeed, the Lithuanian Ministry of 

Health prevented rapid HIV testing to be 

carried out in community-based organisations. 

This action was criticised by 60 national and 

international organisations who signed an 

open letter to the Minister of Health asking for 

a change in the national legislation so that 

rapid testing can be made available for the 

populations most at risk. 

After 5 months, the advocacy campaign 

reached some success, when the Minister of 

Health signed amendments to allow for HIV 

testing to be carried out in medical facilities. 

There are still many barriers left, but at least 

associations will be able to provide HIV testing 

from the 1st of September 2017.  

However, this is only a small and temporary 

achievement. The next step is to make HIV 

testing available in non-medical facilities, as it 

is already done in other EU countries.  

The work of Demetra regarding HIV testing has 

been a success story: 71,465 rapid HIV tests 

were carried out between 2011 and 2016, 920 

tests (1.3%) resulted positive and 798 (87%) 

persons testing positive were linked to care.  

For further information, you can access the 

open letter here and Demetra’s website here 

Sweden 
Since late July, a sit-down strike has taken place 

in central Stockholm. At the peak, several 

hundred refugees from Afghanistan have 

protested deportations from Sweden. They 

claim that Afghanistan is too dangerous to 

return to, citing the German position not to 

deport anyone from Afghanistan. Thousands of 
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https://doctorsoftheworld.org/blog/world-humanitarian-day-august-19th/
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supporters have gathered on Saturdays to 

show their support. MdM Sweden have 

provided medical and psychosocial support to 

the participants of the strike. 

  

Who are we? 

The ‘European Network to reduce 

vulnerabilities in health’ is a broad network of 

23 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

and academic partners, financed by the 

European Commission, contributing to 

decrease EU-wide health inequalities and 

support European health systems to be better 

equipped to deal with vulnerability factors. We 

advocate for better access to healthcare for 

people facing vulnerabilities through robust 

data collected among the partners and 

representation towards European institutions 

and stakeholders.  

 

This newsletter received funding under an operating grant from the European Union’s Health programme (2014-2020). 

The content of this publication represents the views of the authors only and their sole responsibility; it cannot be 

considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food 

Executive Agency or any other body of the European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept 

any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains. 

https://mdmeur

oblog.wordpress

.com/   

EuropNetRedVuln 

For more information, consult the most recent legal 

report on access to healthcare in 17 countries (November 

2016), and the 2016 European Observatory report 
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