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Europe must welcome and protect migrants and refugees  

in accordance with our values and laws 

 

The international medical humanitarian organisation Doctors of the World has been working with 
migrants for nearly 40 years. Whether in the migrants’ countries of origin, during their migration or in 
their host countries, we are seeing the flouting of international humanitarian law and the right to 
asylum on a daily basis. In the context of this unprecedented humanitarian crisis, the European 
Union is proposing an agreement with Turkey which totally contradicts its duty to protect—namely, 
the authorities would no longer respect the principle of non-refoulement of asylum seekers, a principle 
which they are, in fact, legally bound to respect.  

In Greece, around 45,000 migrants are blocked, including 15,000 at Idomeni on the Macedonian 
border. In addition to the deplorable sanitary conditions, the Doctors of the World teams are 
witnessing a significant increase in the number of violent incidents and, in particular, cases of brutality 
by security forces, such as the use of tasers and tear gas. 

Since the border closures, Greece is experiencing a new humanitarian crisis. Massive numbers of 
migrants and refugees are in outdoor camps with huge medical and psychological needs. We have 
decided to respond to these humanitarian needs by mobilising our network and reinforcing our 
healthcare teams on the ground. 

“As well as providing care, our mission is to condemn violations of fundamental human rights, like 
those we are seeing today in Idomeni. We will bear witness to all abuses, as part of our fight against 
all forms of injustice,” says Nikitas Kanakis, President of Doctors of the World Greece. 

One person, known as M, being treated by our doctors in Idomeni said: “They want to kill us, they have 
beaten us, they treat us like animals”. 

EU Member States are moving away from the values of solidarity and protection without reaching an 
agreed joint policy. They consider refugees and migrants as a collective entity and, in doing so, are 
reneging on the principle of considering each individual case-by-case.   
 
By doing this we fail everyone, because these policies will not prevent migrants and refugees from 

taking even more risks in order to save their lives, and those of their children. 
 

Idomeni today is an insight into what the Europe of tomorrow could look like—a Europe with many 
camps, with lawless areas where the right to asylum no longer exists and people live in outdoor prisons, 
with people sleeping rough around Calais, and where the free movement of people is nothing but a 
distant memory.  

We reiterate the pressing need to open safe and legal routes for all these people, with the option to 
seek asylum in the country of their choice, and to ensure specific protection for women and children—
who make up the majority of migrants/refugees—along all migration routes. 

…/… 



The 28 EU Member States can today choose between a future built on solidarity—based on Europe’s 

founding principles, integrating the cultural, social and economic contributions of these families, 

which have already been documented—and an inward-looking policy of confinement and the 

rejection of others, creating a breeding ground for fascism. 

“Europe is sick, given its inability to welcome people in great distress, including a growing number 

of children. We call on EU Member States to commit to ambitious, concerted political efforts which 

respect human rights and international humanitarian law” declared Dr Françoise Sivignon, President 

of Doctors of the World France. 
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