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Network internal EU update – May, June, July 2016 
 
This month menu: 

 Migrants crisis/Health developments in Europe 

 A Selection of News from the Network 

 Major advocacy events and other organizations activities 

 Hearings at the EU parliament and EU commission 

 How the Brexit might affect healthcare 

 Interesting articles and publications 
 

1. Migrants crisis/Health developments in Europe 

Detention 

13/6/16. The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, 

deplored “the widespread anti-migrant rhetoric that we have heard, spanning the length and 

breadth of the European continent”. The Commissioner decried a “worrying rise” in detention 

of migrants in so-called “hotspots” in Greece and Italy and urged authorities to find alternatives 

to confining children while their asylum requests are processed. “Even unaccompanied 

children are frequently placed in prison cells or centers ringed with barbed-wire. Detention is 

never in the best interest of the child – which must take primacy over immigration objectives” 

said Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein at the opening of the UN’s Human Rights Council.    

16/6/16. A Parallel event was organised at the 32nd session of the Human Rights Council in 

Genova called “Human rights, business and immigration detention”. Immigration detention 

centers around the world rely on private companies to operate. Too often these centers are 

the sites of serious human rights violations, including arbitrary detention, inhumane conditions 

and the mistreatment of vulnerable people including children, women and victims of torture 

and trauma. Increasingly, companies are being held to account for their role in the abuse.   

13/7/16. In a report, the CIMADE (Comité inter-mouvements auprès des évacués) gives account 

of incidents in retention centers in France. Since the beginning of 2016, the NGO reports five 

fires in several French detention centers. People have begun hunger strikes, others have 

attempted suicide or have harmed themselves. 

http://lacimade.org/incendies-a-repetition-des-centres-de-retention-consequence-dune-politique-denfermement-inhumaine-massive-et-injustifiee/
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5/7/16. Tensions have escalated in the main refugee camp in Leros where 670 refugees and 

migrants were staying. Several international volunteers working in the refugee camp have 

been evacuated from the island. Clashes broke out due to a rising anger against the Greek 

government's asylum application process. A group of about 150 mostly Iraqi Yazidis decided 

to leave the camp and head to the island's main port, Lakki. Once in the village, they were 

attacked by a group of Greek men. The police only intervened to force the refugees to walk 

back to the camp.  

15/7/16. The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has heavily sanctioned France. The 

Court declared unanimously that there had been a violation of Article 3 of the Convention: "No 

one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”. The 

five cases involved families with minor children imprisoned between 2011 and 2014 in 

Toulouse detention centers for four of them, and Metz. In some cases, France was also 

convicted of a violation of Article 5 (right to liberty and security) and Article 8 (right to respect 

for family life). 

12/7/16. The Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Nils Muiznieks, has 

asked Spain for information about the lack of a protocol for police forces in Ceuta and Melilla. 

 

Greece / Lesvos-Chios - Idomeni 

19/4/16. The “administrative restriction” process for asylum applicants on Lesvos and Chios is 

effective: refugees cannot be detained in registration centers after 25 days. The migrants are 

gradually let free to leave the hotspots. The migrants released from the registration centers 

are given a specific document that says their asylum application is in process; they cannot 

leave the island until there is a decision on their case. But organisations such as MdM report 

that refugees on the islands are frustrated and anxious because of the poor information given 

regarding the length of their stay, the lack of legal assistance and the substandard reception 

conditions. 

14/5/16 in a joint press release, the Greek Asylum Service, the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) 

announce some major changes in the asylum procedure in Greece. The registration of asylum 

seekers residing in open reception facilities in the mainland will begin in the next few weeks. 

The Asylum Service will conduct a pre-registration exercise for international protection in the 

mainland from end of May to end of July with the financial support of the European Commission 

(DG Home). The UNHCR and EASO will support the Asylum Service. The pre-registration is 

the first step to apply for international protection in Greece. It can lead to potential recognition 

of international protection or transfer to another EU Member State in the context of Dublin 

provisions or relocation scheme. Before and during the pre-registration, information should be 

provided on the available options to those concerned, through leaflets and information teams 

deployed in open reception centres. Those wishing to be pre-registered must be physically 

present, including all members of their family. A photo will be taken of each individual. At the 

end of the pre-registration, an individual asylum seeker card will be issued.  

14/5/16. The director of the Macedonian Interior Ministry of Strategic Affairs Department 

Nataliya Spirova told that, in total, 11,803 migrants had been apprehended and returned to 

Greece since the country sealed its borders in early March.  

 

http://greece.greekreporter.com/tag/lesvos/
http://greece.greekreporter.com/tag/refugees/
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24/5/16. The police started to evacuate refugees from Idomeni camps. It lasted a week and 

continued with the resettlement of thousands of refugees in new camps scattered around 

Greece. During the first days, according to Greek media (no official or NGO data), some 3000 

preferred fleeing in the mountains while 700 crossed the Macedonian border. 

3/6/16. The Greek coastguards declared that more than 340 people have been rescued and 

four bodies recovered after arriving in a migrant boat on the 31st of May. 

9/6/16, the Lawyers Association of Mitilini (Lesvos) sued the European Asylum Support Office 

(EASO) for obstructing access to asylum proceedings. The lawyers claim that EASO officials 

and private security guards are prohibiting access to specific areas of the centers, also called 

hotspots. 

28/6/16 The European court for human rights rejected a request for emergency measures 

introduced by 51 Syrian, Afghani, Iraqi (amongst which many minors) who are forcibly 

maintained on Chios. This island, like many others in the Aegean Sea, has become an open-

air prison. The claimants, led by a GISTI lawyer, a French NGO for migrants’ rights, have asked 

the court to compel Greek authorities to put an end to the violations of their right to life and to 

the inhuman and degrading treatment they have been enduring in Chios since the EU-Turkey 

deal. For example, although they all applied for asylum, none of them received legal 

assistance.  

3-8/7/16. The Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Nils Muižnieks, 
conducted a visit in Greece focusing on issues relating to racist and homophobic extremism 
as well as the impact of austerity measures on the enjoyment of human rights. The 
Commissioner wishes also to tackle issues concerning human rights of asylum seekers and 
immigrants. MdM met Mr Muižnieks and had the opportunity to address issues relating to the 
reception conditions of asylum seekers in Greece, the lack of transparency in the relocation 
process, the serious delays on family reunification, etc. MdM also pointed out the need for 
access to education for asylum seekers and exchanged views on the current situation 
regarding racist and homophobic extremism.  
 
26/7/16. In Strasbourg, a delegation of the Council of Europe's Committee for the Prevention 

of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) carried a visit to Greece 

from 19 to 25 July 2016 in order to examine the situation in the “Reception and Identification 

Centres” (so-called “hotspots”). They examined also police stations and holding facilities for 

undocumented migrants in Athens, Thessaloniki and on the Aegean islands. Further, 

discussions were held with Vassilis KARYDIS, Acting Greek Ombudsman and Head of the 

National Preventive Mechanism and representatives of the UNHCR Offices in Athens and on 

the islands visited. 

 

Serbia  

22/7/16. Hundreds of migrants and asylum seekers from Beograd set off on foot towards 

Serbia's border with Hungary (which is 200 kilometres away) to protest its decision to keep its 

border closed for people trying to reach the European Union.  

Italy 

23/5/16. Italy rescued 2,600 migrants from sea in 24 hours trying to reach Europe from North 

Africa according to coastguards. According to UNHCR, 93,211 migrants have reached Italy by 
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sea in 2016 (until 2/8/2016). The sea route between Libya and Italy is now the main route for 

asylum seekers trying to reach Europe.  

29/5/16. The informal group “No Borders” denounces that the Guardia Civile destroyed a camp 

of migrants in Ventimiglia and conducted raids in the city covering both migrants and those 

who support them.  

15/7/16. A Médecins Sans Frontières report showed that a high number of migrants and 

asylum seekers are suffering from mental health disorders following experiences in their home 

countries, the trauma of the journey to Europe and the inadequate reception conditions in Italy. 

MSF calls upon the Italian and EU authorities to prioritise the mental health of this particularly 

vulnerable population. 60% of the 387 people interviewed presented mental health disorders 

and 87% of them stated that the reception system was making their suffering worse. 

 

France / North Littoral  

24/4/16. Researchers and students from Refugee Rights Data Project published a report (“The 

long wait: filing data gaps relating to refugees and displaced persons in the Calais camp”) on 

the refugee camp of Calais providing data and figures. Results show a feeling of insecurity, 

police violence and care access difficulties, particularly in the medical monitoring of pregnancy 

and early childhood. Similarly, 28.4% of people say they do not eat every day. 

16/5/16. MdM strongly supports the French Human Rights Defender’s  report that states that 

fundamental rights are threatened by a widespread climate of suspicion that strikes foreigners. 

Instead of being supported by the government, as the law would require, many of them are 

excluded from the common law systems. Regarding the right to protection of health, the report 

insisted on difficulties to access free health coverage, due to complex administrative 

procedures.  

31/5/16. Anne Hidalgo the mayor of Paris announced the opening in September of two 

humanitarian camps in Paris. 

8/6/16. Sometimes humor is a tool that helps fight absurdity and serious issues. CIMADE 

organized the “Charter Awards” ceremony rewarding the regional administrative authorities 

(“préfectures”) that demonstrated the most outrageous abusive actions towards migrants. 10 

“laureates” received their price with 15 nominees. “And the winner is … “:  

- The “Fast and Furious” price for imprisonment and expulsion in violation of state 

sovereignty goes to Guadeloupe. 

- The “Holy Grail” price for abusive detention and expulsion of asylum seekers goes to 

Guyane. 

- The “Tarzan, king of the jungle” price for Imprisonment and expulsion of more than 

1,200 asylum seekers in Calais goes to Pas-de-Calais. Pas-de-Calais was the only 

nominee. 

- The “Dear Hunter” price for detention and expulsion of asylum seekers back to 

countries at war goes to Pas de Calais. 

Pas-de-Calais with its blockbuster “Calais jungle” was the winner of the night. 

12/7/16. The access to the Grand Synthe "humanitarian" camp is now forbidden to newcomers 

traveling without family (in fact the majority of migrants). Doctors Without Borders, who 

designed the site with the mayor of the city, called to waive this restriction. In May the city  

http://www.msf.org/en/article/20160715-italy-mental-health-disorders-asylum-seekers-and-migrants-overlooked-inadequate
http://refugeerights.org.uk/reports/
http://refugeerights.org.uk/reports/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/actualites/france/2016/05/16/des-droits-fondamentaux-menaces-pour-les-etrangers
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mayor had signed a convention with the government transferring his responsibility to the 

national authorities.  

 

EU-Turkey “deal” follow up 

5/5/16. The EU stands firm on the deal. A letter from the European Commission to the Greek 
authorities setting out why Turkey should be considered as a safe third country has been 
condemned by a Greek human rights group as an attempt "to establish standardized reasoning 
for systematically denying the asylum claims of Syrian and non-Syrian nationals as 
inadmissible in Greece”. Neither of these letters - one sent on 12 April and one on 24 April - 
has been made public and their specific contents remain unknown.  

10/5/2016. In Strasbourg, a delegation of three EU’s MEPs report about their trip to Turkey 
finding that refugees who have been deported from Greece back to Turkey under the EU-
Turkey deal are not being given any opportunity to apply for asylum. The delegation also found 
that all refugees in the 'removal centres' in Turkey were locked in prison-style conditions with 
no or extremely limited access to telephones or legal assistance. The key findings of the 
delegation were:  1. Refugees deported from Greece have been given no opportunity to ask 
for asylum, neither in Greece nor in Turkey; 2. Many, including children, are being held in 
detention in prison-style conditions; 3. Documented push-backs of refugees to Turkey by 
Bulgarian and Greek police forces; 4. Horrifying testimonials from refugees who were shot by 
police and/or living in war-zone conditions near the Turkish-Syrian border (which is currently 
closed).  

10/5/16. The rapporteur of the LIBE committee of the EU Parliament states that the EU- Turkey 
deal is nothing more than a press release, which has no legal basis. "This statement was 
nothing more than a press communiqué," The statement came without any signatures and was 
not published in the Official Journal of the European Union.  

16/5/16. The special UN rapporteur on human rights and migrants, the Canadian lawyer 

François Crépeau, asks for the end of the detention of migrants which is set for a period of 

twenty-five days at arrival on the Greek territory. This measure is based on the agreement 

between the European Union (EU) and Turkey on April 20 but he calls Greece to end these 

detentions except in exceptional cases. These detentions came after March 20 and “were 

requested to Greece by the EU” but "this constraint has shifted," said François Crépeau who 

considers that the detention is unacceptable especially for children. "They should not be held," 

he meant especially the conditions in the detention centers of overcrowded islands "are not 

optimal." he saw unaccompanied children detained for more than two weeks in police stations, 

unable to get out, "traumatized and upset" by the experience.  

26/5/16.  AEDH, EuroMed Rights and FIDH warn against the dangers of using the concept of 

safe country in processing asylum applications (see analysis). By adopting such a list, the 

European Union (EU) and its Members States will institutionalise at European level a practice 

by which the Member States could refuse to fully comply with their responsibilities towards 

asylum seekers, in violation of their international obligations. To date, 12 of the 28 Member 

States have a national list of "safe countries", but the lists are far from homogeneous. The 

Commission's proposal aims to remedy these disparities. The seven countries that the 

Commission proposal deems "safe" are: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, 

Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey. 

 

http://statewatch.org/news/2016/may/eu-com-greece-turkey-letter.html
http://statewatch.org/news/2016/may/eu-com-greece-turkey-asylum-letter-5-5-16.pdf
http://statewatch.org/news/2016/may/eu-com-greece-turkey-asylum-letter-5-5-16.pdf
http://www.guengl.eu/news/article/refugees-deported-to-turkey-given-no-opportunity-to-apply-for-asylum
http://www.aedh.eu/Safe-countries-a-denial-of-the.html
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/proposal_for_regulation_of_the_ep_and_council_establishing_an_eu_common_list_of_safe_countries_of_origin_en.pdf
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15/7/16. a group of international NGOs (AVAC, the European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), 

the Global Forum on MSM & HIV (MSMGF), the Global Network of People living with HIV 

(GNP+), HIV i-Base, the International HIV/AIDS Alliance, the International, treatment 

Preparedness Coalition (ITPC) and NAM/aidsmap) sign a statement on the recent 

improvement on treatment accessibility. However, they claim that “nearly half the world in 

danger of dying from AIDS, and that need is concentrated among certain regions such as the 

Middle East and eastern Europe and among certain groups such as people who inject drugs. 

In addition, although people on treatment are less infectious, the number of HIV cases 

continues to rise among some groups, most notably men who have sex with men.” 

 

28/6/16. The EU council in a Conclusion welcomed the success of having seen the number of 

Asylum seekers decreasing sharply, thanks to the EU-Turkey deal, our governments confirm 

that “the legislation recently adopted by Turkey on the treatment of both Syrians and other 

nationalities allows for the return of migrants to Turkey in full respect of the provisions on 

inadmissibility under the Asylum Procedures Directive (…) thus saving lives and breaking the 

business model of smugglers”.  

 

Austria  

25-27/4/16. In an interview with the Austrian public radio ORF, the Council of Europe 

Commissioner for Human rights, Nils Muižnieks, has criticized the proposed amendments to 

the asylum law in the country. Still, the Austrian parliament in a first step, passed a law 

restricting access to asylum, especially in case of “emergency” i.e. high inflows of asylum 

seekers, increasing detention time from 5 to 14 days and allowing detention of minors for 3 

days. The law has yet to be voted in the High Chamber. Meanwhile, the authorities intends to 

launch the construction of a fence at Brenner Pass to Italy. 

 

UK 

30/4/16. According to its report published on April 30, Doctors of the World, found that 40% of 

patients were refused registration by GP surgeries in England due to incorrect identification or 

proof of address.  

 

29/6/16. Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orbán blamed the British vote to quit the European 

Union on the EU’s inability to handle the refugee crisis. 

More about the Brexit can be found at point 5.  

 

Bulgaria 

06/5/2016. According to media, Bulgaria has become the first EU member state to sign a 

protocol with Ankara to set in procedures for sending migrants back to Turkey. 

20/7/16. Hundreds of migrants arrested by the police in the last 24 hours on Bulgarian territory. 
Serbian police and army have been conducting joint patrols along the border with Macedonia 
and Bulgaria.  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/06/28-euco-conclusions/
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/files/RegistrationRefusedReport_Mar-Oct2015.pdf
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/
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Hungary  

28/5/16. Annastiina from Migszol, an informal group, published a moving testimony of a person 

who has been granted asylum in Hungary but suffers from segregation against LGTBI. 

9/5/16. There are three open refugee camps in Hungary. On June 7th, the UNHCR issued a 

statement expressing concern over Hungary’s restrictive approaches and the situation asylum-

seekers are facing outside the transit zones. The UN refugee agency had already published a 

report “Hungary as a Country of Asylum”. The UNHCR concluded that “significant aspects of 

Hungarian law and practice raise serious concerns as regards to the compatibility with 

international and European law”. More than 16 500 persons have crossed the 

Serbian/Hungarian border since the beginning of the year. 

1/6/16. The new amendment to the asylum act outlines that whoever enters irregularly to 
Hungary and will be caught within 8 kilometers of either the Croatian or Serbian border will be 

“escorted back to the transit zones” by the police. All integration support to recognize refugees 

has been abolished and, similarly to Austria. Refugees are now expected to have the same 
social support as Hungarians. In practice, this means for them, becoming homeless along tens 
of thousands of Hungarians (an “offense” status according to Law), and ending up in a 
registration system that effectively bars refugees from applying for Hungarian citizenship in the 
future.  
 

1/6/16. People imprisoned in the refugee detention center of Kiskunhalas protested demanding 

freedom to leave the facility to an open camp. According to the Hungarian Helsinki Committee, 

many of the protesters are people about to be returned/transferred to Greece under the Dublin 

regulation, despite the fact that the European Court of Human Rights has ruled (in…) against 

expulsions to Greece.  

1/7/16. A Hungarian court sentenced 10 migrants to jail for illegally crossing the border during 

a riot in September 2015, after Hungary built a razor wire fence to seal its frontier with Serbia. 

It was the first case to come to trial under a law passed days before the incident that made 

illegal border crossing as part of a rioting crowd punishable by between one and five years in 

prison. Nine of the migrants were sentenced to jail but were released immediately as their 

sentences were cut by two-thirds at the judge's discretion and offset by time they had spent in 

detention since September. One migrant was kept behind bars after receiving a three-year 

term in jail. Both the prosecutor and defense appealed against the ruling. 

 

EU asylum policy.  

26/4/16. According to an interview of the Italian Defence Minister Roberta Pinotti, NATO is 

planning a naval blockade of the Libyan coast this summer to close off the central 

Mediterranean migration route. The military alliance is reportedly just three months away from 

launching the mission.  

27/4/16. By August 2016, the European institutions aim to replace Frontex by new coast guards 

and border-guard agencies that will further jeopardise the rights of migrants and refugees. This 

new mandate reinforces the serious concerns expressed by Migreurop network and its 

FRONTEXIT campaign asking the EU to urgently stop  the agency’s activities rather than 

reinforce them. They urge EU to radically revisit its migration policy. 

http://www.migszol.com/blog/archives/05-2016
file:///C:/Users/Admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UBK3D3Y0/temoignage
http://abouthungary.hu/news-in-brief/hungarian-police-can-send-illegal-immigrants-back-across-border/
http://www.migreurop.org/article2686.html?lang=en
http://www.migreurop.org/article2686.html?lang=en
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17/5/16. In a publication, Human Rights Watch (HRW) comments on the inexorable 
militarisation of the Mediterranean and of migration control. The Head of EU foreign policy.  
Federica Mogherini, is leading efforts to push the EU’s naval “anti-smuggling” mission, 
Operation Sophia, currently operating in international waters off the Libyan coast, into Libyan 
territorial waters. The bottom line is that the EU and NATO should not push anyone back to 
Libya. “That would expose people to the risk of serious violations, violate international and EU 
law, and undermine the EU’s global standing.” states the HRW.  

23/5/16. The EU Council announces the need to enhance the capacity of EUNAVFOR MED 
Operation Sophia and extend its mandate for one more year in order to “disrupt the business 
model of human smugglers and trafficking networks and to contribute to broader security in 
support of the legitimate Libyan authorities”.  

10/6/16. Liliane Ploumen, Minister of Development Co-operation and Foreign Trade of the 

Netherlands, delivered a statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member States, 

at the UN High Level meeting on HIV in Durban. In her statement she addresses issues such 

as human rights violations on HIV AIDS patients, her concerns over the increase of new HIV 

infections, as well TB/multi drugs resistant TB and Hep C and B in Europe and Eastern Europe, 

the increasing domestic funding in mid income countries, the role of community based 

services, the importance of the research and the support for civil society involvement. However 

nothing is said on the affordability of medicines or to challenge intellectual property rights. 

15/6/16. The Commission adopted its latest progress report (the 4th?) on the EU's emergency 
relocation and resettlement schemes, evaluating the actions taken over the past month. Since 
the last report on 18 May, member states have increased the pace on resettlement as part of 
the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement. The number of relocations has increased to 
2,280 (compared with the around 50,000 persons blocked in Greece only…). The rate almost 
doubled since the Commission's third report. Despite these positive signs, progress is still far 
too slow.  

7/7/16. The European Parliament endorsed the Commission’s proposal to establish a 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency decided by the three EU institutions (Commission, 
council & parliament), is seen as a first step in the direction of an integrated EU border 

management system. However, the Greens and the GUE/NGL voiced concerns about the 
fundamental rights implications of the new system.  

22/6/16. Libyan coastguards have intercepted seven boats carrying some 850 migrants trying 
to reach Europe. 

2/6/16. Release of a report of the French organisation La CIMADE : “Défense d’entrer! (“no 

admittance!) sounding the alarm and inviting the UE and the member states to draw the 

lessons of the failure and the unacceptable human cost of their migration policy. The report is 

based on visits in Calais, Ceuta/Melilla in Morocco and Pozallo/Lampedusa in Italy.  

25/5/16.  
Europe’s engagement with Sudan and Eritrea, and other countries along the Horn of Africa to 
Europe migration route, dates back to the Khartoum Process, launched in November 2014. 
The EU spokesperson said such initiatives were important for “keeping a dialogue going” with 
the otherwise isolated Eritrean regime. 
But sceptics argue that the Khartoum process risks legitimizing the governments of Sudan and 
Eritrea by treating them as partners in tackling irregular migration, when in fact those countries’  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/17/eu-plans-libya-risk-crossing-migration-red-lines
http://www.lacimade.org/publication/frontieres-europeennes-defense-dentrer/
http://confrontations.org/interface-en/the-migration-crisis-and-the-horn-of-africa-the-khartoum-process?lang=en
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own policies are a major factor in driving migration and fuelling migrant smuggling and 
trafficking.  Irin News 
  
 
15/6/16. Commission adopted its second Recommendation on the specific measures to 
restore Dublin transfers to Greece. The Recommendation notes that despite the difficult 
situation, there is still a significant amount of progress to be achieved before Dublin transfers 
to Greece can be resumed by the end-of-year objective.  
 
20/6/16. Many actions and statements were made for the World Refugee Day. One of them 
was published by a group of French NGOs including Secours Catholique, La Cimade, 
Fondation Abbé Pierre, Médecins du Monde calling the authorities “For a dignified reception 
of foreigners in France and to respect the fundamental rights”.  
 
27/6/16. Ahead of the European Council summit of 28-29 June 2016, a group of 131 European 
human rights, humanitarian, medical, migration and development agencies, and key 
implementing partners of development programmes in third countries (including MdM 
International Network) sign a letter to address the dangerous path in which the EU engaged. 
They condemn the fact that member States refuse to shoulder their fair share of responsibility 
for protecting people who flee their homes.  …”We are disappointed to see that once again the 
emphasis on deterrence leaves no clear commitments to open up safe and regular channels 
to Europe for those in need of international protection and for other migrants… If the EU wants 
to call for more global solidarity, it needs to set the right example…”  
 

30/6/16 At the EU summit with the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries in Dakar, M. Neven 

Mimica, the European Commissioner for Development and International Cooperation 

(DEVCO), gave an interview to EurActiv to address the executive strategy to fight against 

irregular migration. One of the main point was to link migration and development. He declared 

“We are not aiming at stopping migration or turning (away) people who are working in Europe, 

who are there for years and decades, who are part of the history of European-African relations. 

So what we are aiming at is this recent influx of irregular migrants to Europe, because it’s about 

smuggling, about endangering the life of the migrants. It’s about allowing a legal framework for 

the migrants that does not allow for free international protection or asylum-based access when 

it comes to economic migrants”. 

4/7/16. At the occasion of the third Western Balkans Summit, the President of the European 
Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, have focused on various topics without 
including the crucial issue of the reception of migrants and refugees. Officials seem to suggest 
that the problem of the influx of migrants has been solved when in fact migrants have been 
pushed away to the periphery while problems remain: no safe access to Europe, for survivors: 
critical reception conditions, and deprivation of liberty for many. 
 

… and on the southern side of Mediterranean 

27/5/16. According to a report from the International Organization for Migration, IOM has 

recorded a total of 60,970 migrants passing through the transit towns of Arlit and Séguédine 

in the Agadez region of Niger between February and April 2016. 44,890 were recorded leaving 

Niger, while 16,080 were migrants entering the country. Niger is a transit country for West 

African migrants travelling to and from Algeria and Libya. MdM BE leads a program for 

migrants there. 

https://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/05/25/sudan-and-eritrea-crackdown-migrants-amid-reports-eu-incentives
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_transfers_en.pdf
http://www.aedh.eu/Joint-NGO-statement-ahead-of-the.html
https://www.iom.int/fr/news/loim-enregistre-le-passage-de-plus-de-60-000-migrants-agadez-au-niger-entre-fevrier-et-avril
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6/16. The Kenyan government announced the closure of the Dadaab camp that 

“accommodates” more than 300,000 Somalian refugees. 

16/06/2016. The government of Niger reports that corpses of 34 migrants, including 20 

children, were found in the desert a week ago. They were trying to enter neighbouring Algeria. 

 

2. A Selection of News from the Network 

25/4/16. Sofia. At a press-conference at the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency (BTA) the project 
“Access to health services for pregnant women, young mothers and children up to 3 years old 
from groups at risk” was presented to media. It is implemented by 1st Specialized Ob/Gyn 
Hospital for Active Treatment (SOGHAT) “St. Sofia” in partnership with the Bulgarian Family 
Planning and Sexual Health Association (BFPA) and funded by the Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism of EEA.  

25-26/4/16. Sofia. BFPA also participated in the Educational training for supported by OAK 
Foundation organizations on Developing and Improving Organizational Policies and 
Procedures for Internal Protection of the Child took place. The participants worked in groups 
for improving organizational standards for child protection and to guarantee the safety of 
children they work with directly and indirectly. The purpose of the workshop was to improve 
the knowledge and understanding on child abuse and the requirements for internal protection. 

28/4/16. Sofia. Who and Why Needs Health Education? The team of BFPA and Nikoleta 
Popkostadinova, founder of the platform for sexuality education of teenagers on website 
loveguide.bg (http://loveguide.bg/) got together with a group of young people. The mutual idea 
on the importance of the need of young people in Bulgaria to have access to a contemporary 
interactive, adequate and youth friendly information will help them be able to take the right 
decisions connected with their sexual health.  

3/5/16. Ireland. The Migrant Rights Centre Ireland (MRCI) and the JFU campaign (Justice 
for Undocumented) hosted a conference: “Undocumented in Ireland: the moral and economic 
rationale for regularization” in the Trinity College, Dublin. This conference offered a vital and 
timely exploration of the need for a regularisation scheme for undocumented migrants in 
Ireland.  

4/5/16. Italy. The Milanese association Naga published a report on the reception system for 

asylum seekers in Milan and its province. Naga had been seeing a growing number of refugees 

and victims of torture who arrived recently in Italy. They interviewed 62 persons and visited the 

facilities of the prefectura of Milan. From the conclusions we note that there is an enormous 

heterogeneity between the types of facilities and among the services provided. More worrying 

is the fact that fundamental rights are transformed into 'opportunities' that some receive and 

other don’t.  

19/5/16. Ireland. The Migrant Rights Centre Ireland (MRCI) has welcomed the extension of 
a scheme for undocumented fishermen. The scheme was created in response to reports of 
trafficking and forced labour in the fishing industry in Ireland.  

21/5/16. Romania. Carusel participated in a research called:  "Sex work: stigma and 
marginalization". The research was conducted among 40 sex workers in Bucharest, aged 
between 19 and 45 years who have worked both outdoors ("street") and indoors ("flat").. Most  

http://loveguide.bg/
http://www.naga.it/tl_files/naga/(Ben)venuti_Naga.pdf
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sex workers come from rather poor families. Sex work is the only activity that can provide an 
income high enough to support themselves, their children or other family members. 
 
1/6/16. LET participated in testing HIV and Hepatitis C among drug users. The first RDS 

(respondent driven sampling) study among the population of injecting drug users in Croatia 

was conducted from November 2014 to February 2015 and is now published in the 

International Journal of Drug Policy. This study aimed at providing data on HIV and HCV 

prevalence and sexual and injecting risk behaviours among drug users in Zagreb, Split, and 

Rijeka and was conducted in collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine of the University of 

Zagreb. In conclusion the study found that there is a low-level HIV epidemic and a sizable HCV 

epidemic among drug users in Zagreb, Split and Rijeka. Presence of high-risk injecting and 

sexual behaviours together with inadequate HIV and HCV testing coverage call for 

development of a comprehensive approach to harm reduction and introduction of needle and 

syringe exchange programmes in prisons, as well as strengthening sexual health interventions. 

 

 

2-3/6/16. Zadar. Workshop of the project "Kaleidoscope". LET participated in a training 

workshop on “How to protect and advocate for the rights of children and parents in different 

families”. Objectives of the training were to strengthen the capacity of civil society organizations 

through introducing legislative framework and to get the skills for working with parents. 

6/6/16. A Policy Roundtable is organized by ECRE and involves major stakeholders from all 
over Europe, NGOs, national home affairs authorities and EU agencies on the topic of "The 
Reception of Unaccompanied Minors: Key Challenges and Solutions".  
 
6-7/6/16. The Slovenian Philanthropy co-organized a two-day training on the effective 
integration of migrants into the local environment. The purpose of the training is to equip 20 
individuals who are willing and have the opportunity in their local environment to organize 
events and workshops on integration of migrants, and contribute to the spread of open and 
respectful attitude towards refugees. 

6-11/6/16. The “Journalists in school” initiative, part of the activities of the “Valya Krushkina” 
Fund was organized. The Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual Health Association 
(BFPA) has actively supported the Fund since it was establishing in 2012. Students from 16 
schools in 13 Bulgarian cities will meet face to face with famous Bulgarian journalists who are 
connected with the “Valya Krushkina”. 

9/6/16. “Znanje je spas !!!”. Croatian National Institute of Public Health in collaboration with a 
number of local institutions including LET and non-governmental organizations restarts 
summer campaign under the slogan “Knowledge is salvation”.  

13/6/16. Official launch of the Médecins du Monde campaign “Le Prix de la Vie” (the price of 
life). Some drugs entering the market as new cancer treatments are reaching exorbitant prices. 
Clearly, our health systems based on solidarity are in danger. MdM demands full transparency 
on the real costs of R & D, which now serves as an argument for firms to inflate prices. But 
most of all, MdM demands access to treatment for all patients NOW. Please sign the petition. 

16/6/16. A research done at the Naga clinic aiming at investigate motivations, hopes and 
results of migration projects has been carried out with 91 undocumented migrants of 28 
different nationalities ”76% came to Italy to try to improve their living conditions, 22% to join  

https://leprixdelavie.medecinsdumonde.org/fr/
http://www.naga.it/index.php/notizie-naga/items/immigrati-irregolari-in-italia-speranze-illusioni-delusioni.html
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their family and 2% for political asylum. 67% had the expectation of finding work, 26% had no 
specific expectation: 22% wish to go back home. 

16-17/6/16 26 participants from the European network to reduce vulnerabilities in health were 

invited in Madrid to attend a training organized by the international office of MdM aiming at 

providing the essential skills to collect testimonies and discuss about challenges. The sessions 

were organized in 4 parts: improve interviewing quality, improve writing/editing quality,  identify 

how the International Network Head Office could improve support for testimony collection and 

writing, and a reminder of testimonies & photography guidelines and needs. 

20/6/16. Education on Human Rights in Morocco. Slovenian Philanthropy and Moroccan 
NGO Regional Development (arid) implemented the project "Education on human rights and 
active citizenship in schools in Morocco." Five local experts and 50 teachers in the region of 
AL-Hoceima in Morocco trained the 1244 children (599 girls and 645 boys) from nine schools 
(four urban and five rural).  
 
21/6/16. Médecins du Monde Switzerland launched the Humanitarian visa initiative. The 
arrival of refugees has created an unprecedented political crisis in Europe: the first countries 
where the refugees arrive – Italy, Greece and Hungary – are overwhelmed by the crisis. Issuing 
humanitarian visas and allowing refugees to arrive by plane would also permit better alignment 
between the countries the refugees wish to travel to and the countries that could welcome 
them. This would allow refugees to be better distributed within Europe and would relieve 
pressure on the areas of first arrival. We can sign the petition here. 
 
22/6/16. Applicants for international protection, together with the Slovenian Philanthropy 
volunteers donated wooden benches to the city of Logatec expressing their gratitude for the 
hospitality. Logatec is a city that currently accommodates 52 applicants for international 
protection, most coming from Afghanistan, Syria and Iran.  

30/6/16. Lithuania. HIV testing campaign. 70 rapid HIV tests were made and more then 3 000 
condoms were distributed during the HIV testing event in Vinco Kudirkos’s square organized 
by Demetra. European Commissioner for Health & Food Safety Vytenis Andriukaitis and 
Minister of Health Juras Požela visited the event and discussed about HIV prevention and 
testing issues. 

2/7/16.Carusel celebrates its 5 years. 
 
 

3. Major advocacy events and other organisations activities 
 
6/5/16. After the workshop of the experts panels on migrants health that was held in March, in 
which MdM and the Migration center of the University of Donau provided inputs, the 
International Organisation of Migration finally issued the Expert consensus recommendations 
on access to health services for migrants in an irregular situation. The report that will be 
released soon provides series concrete recommendations to political decision makers in favor 
of the health rights of migrants, the enlargement of entitlements and combat access barriers. 

12-13/5/16. Lisbon. The conference was jointly organized by the Consumers, Health, 
Agriculture and Food Executive Agency (Chafea), the Directorate General for Health and Food 
Safety (DG SANTE), Directorate General of Health (DGS) from Portugal, International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) -EQUI- HEALTH project and COST ADAPT network as part 
of the Health Programme dissemination activities 2015. MdM and other members of the  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc3LJ9-pcGQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc3LJ9-pcGQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.humanitarianvisa.org/en/#petition
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European network were invited to participate and present their projects. The outcomes of our 
program “8 NGOs for migrants in 11 countries” was presented: see 
https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/ . This Conference aimed to share the knowledge on 
Migrants health acquired through the Health inequalities and Health security actions funded 
under the EC Health Programme 2008-2013 and 2014-2020 and to demonstrate how their 
results can be used to improve Member States capacities to respond to the challenges deriving 
from health inequalities experienced by those vulnerable groups. 

27/5/16. Brussels. The OHCHR-Regional Office for Europe convened a “coordination” meeting 

on migrant detention that brought together experts on migration from organizations based both 

in Brussels and Geneva. Detention has become increasingly visible as a “policy tool” of the EU 

to manage the migration crisis. Some of the proposals raise challenges in terms of the human 

rights of migrants and refugees, including children, such as a reduction of standards in 

reception conditions. The meeting had two main objectives: to share developments on recent 

trends in the area of migrant detention in Europe, including on the use of alternatives to 

detention and the situation of migrant children; and to identify opportunities for increased 

coordination between the different actors.  

6/6/16 ECRE organized in Brussels a policy roundtable under the topic “the reception of 

unaccompanied minors: key challenges and solutions” with the objectives to present case 

studies and discuss issues related to the reception conditions and the rights of isolated 

children. The discussions around the guardianship system and best practices which quality is 

uneven throughout Europe. UNICEF and Save the Children put emphasis on some countries 

(they went to assess the quality of service in a centre in Hungary) where there is not even a 

start of trust between the service and the children. The problem is how much attention you can 

provide knowing the children leave quickly. Another issue raised by ECRE is the lack of 

effective  international cooperation when it comes to sharing data and files on children needs 

assessment and trafficking. The DG JUST made also a presentation. 90,000 children sought 

asylum in the EU in 2015. Please read the Commission Communication of February on the 

“comprehensive approach” for children in migration. 1 billion € has been targeted for the 

protection of children in migration emphasising on the necessary quality of reception but also 

coordination of agencies, foster care and integration in the national educative system. MdM 

there again provided a presentation on the findings and conclusions of the observatory report 

(vaccination, violence) as well as the latest news from the MdM network concerning children 

reception in Greece hotspots. 

14/6/16. In a report, Danger Every Step of the Way, UNICEF says that 7,009 unaccompanied 

children crossed from North Africa to Italy in the first five months of the year, twice as many as 

last year. The document reports the appalling risks adolescents are taking in their flight to 

escape conflicts, despair and poverty. More than nine out of 10 refugees and migrant children 

arriving in Europe this year through Italy are unaccompanied. 

23-25/6/2016. Oslo. The European Public Health Association EUPHA organized the 

conference on Migrant and Ethnic Minority Health. The abstract conference book is available 

at the NAKMI website. No less than 250 presentations were given in the Conference. It 

generally showed the improvement of services carried for the vulnerable migrants in Europe. 

The presentations from a whole community of public health experts showed the huge disparity 

in models and solutions set up in public health systems in Europe. Also, it is obvious that the 

migrant phenomenon has eventually become part of our life but remains quite uncovered if not 

unnoticed in some of our health care policies. There is a need to maintain this agenda up in 

our government objectives but also to transform this massive corpus of researches into policies  

https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/managing_the_refugee_crisis_state_of_play_20160210_en.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/Child_Alert_Final_PDF_(1).pdf
http://www.nakmi.no/eupha/abstract/abstract-book-eupha2016.pdf
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and advocacy materials. Martin Mc Kee, the EUPHA president has set the goal: “making the 

invisible visible” by maintaining the cross border exchange of inequalities in health advertised 

all over Europe and keep the migrants’ agenda high in the academic world. MdM made 6 

presentations based on our observatory report and was in the panel at the closing plenary 

session: 

- “Supporting migrants all along the migratory route” (plenary during pre-conference 

meeting organized by the Red Cross) 

- “Health and access to care for migrants facing multiple vulnerabilities in Europe” 

- “Humanitarian response to face basic health needs of migrants in Calais – France” 

- “Non access to vaccinations among migrant and ethnic minorities’ children : analysis 

from Doctors of the World International Network Observatory”  

- “Violence experienced by migrants seen in Doctors of the World free clinics in 2014 & 

2015”  

- “Reproductive health rights in Belgium Principles vs reality”  

 

4. Hearings at the EU parliament and EU commission 

5/5/16. The S&D party held a debate on May 5th, “The End of Dublin: Towards genuine 
solidarity and full Integration of Refugees”. MdM and other NGOs and European stakeholders 
were invited on May 25th and 30th to be part of the contact group of the EU Parliament with the 
rapporteur Cécilia Wikström (Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for 
Europe/ALDE) and provide perspective on the reform of Dublin regulation and its impact on 
migrant health based on the latest report from the field and the European Observatory report. 
 
25/5/16. Round table at the EU Parliament with Mrs Cécilia Wikstrom. MdM was invited with 

the aim of discussing the future of the Dublin regulation. This meeting was the possibility to 

have a first exchange on the Commission’s proposal with many agencies (UNHCR, UNICEF, 

ECRE, Red Cross, SCF, Churches for migrant Europe, JRS, Meijers Committee, NRC, IRC, 

MSF, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch). A majority of agencies, criticised the 

actual regulations and the proposal mainly for it does not put the Members states (MS) in front 

of their responsibilities and does not comply to the most fundamental international laws and 

instruments. There is no solidarity between MS and the text is trying to find a solution which 

looks like a better joined management of a failing system. An in depth review of Dublin would 

have been better, even if the creation of a centralized and innovative system seems interesting. 

Based on the data and conclusions of the observatory report, MdM reiterated our call for safe 

and legal migration channels that are free from violence, adequate reception conditions and 

protection. 

13/6/16. MdM was invited to participate at a round table chaired by Mrs Jourova, the EU 

commissioner on Justice. We shared our experiences and continued the process of 

consultation that followed the EC Communication of the 10/2/16. This communication asked 

the commissioner of Justice to set up a « comprehensive approach for children in migration ».  

Around the same period, regular reports were brought to the attention of the DG Just on MdM 

activities in Greece with a special focus on children health, children in detention and violence. 

14/7/16. The Committee on environment, public health and food safety (ENVI) of the European 

Parliament organised a workshop on ‘EU options for improving access to medicines’ at the 

European Parliament in Brussels and chaired by Dr Soledad CABEZÓN, MEP, Co-Chair of 

the Health Working Group and ENVI Committee. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss  

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/MdM/Factsheets/position%20paper%20Dublin%20III/dublin_reform_proposal_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/managing_the_refugee_crisis_state_of_play_20160210_en.pdf
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the latest trends and current situation as regards to the availability of affordable medicines in 

Europe, to present a range of EU initiatives and to raise awareness on prices, accessibility, 

acceptability, affordability and availability of medicines in the EU. MdM was there and made a 

presentation of its campaign on “the price of life”. 

5. How the Brexit might affect healthcare 

We heard a lot about Brexit, here is a summary of an article that features the main implications 

of the Brexit on access to healthcare.  

30/6/16. The impact of the UK’s vote to leave the EU could have major implications for health 

and social care, because of a period of significant economic and political uncertainty and at 

the same time the health and care system is facing huge operational and financial pressures. 

While the impact on health and social care services of leaving the EU is impossible to forecast, 

it is clear that a number of important issues will need to be resolved, five of which are: 

- Issue 1 : Staffing. The EU’s policy of freedom of movement and mutual recognition of 
professional qualifications within the EU means that many health and social care 
professionals currently working in the UK have come from other EU countries. This 
includes 55,000 of the NHS’s 1.3 million workforce and 80,000 of the 1.3 million workers 
in the adult social care sector. Until the UK extracts itself from its obligations under EU 
treaties, the policy on freedom of movement remains unchanged; however, given the 
current shortfalls being experienced in both the health and social care sectors the 
government must clarify its intentions on the ability of EU nationals to work in health 
and social care roles in the UK, not least to avoid EU staff who are currently working in 
the NHS deciding to leave to work in other countries. 

- Issue 2 : Accessing treatment : The government will need to negotiate arrangements 
with the EU as to how both ‘ordinarily resident’ UK citizens and citizens from elsewhere 
in the EU will access health care services in future. With regard to the treatment of 
visitors from the EU in the UK and vice versa, the government should negotiate new 
reciprocal agreements (such agreements already exist with some non-EU countries) or 
alternatively seek to continue existing arrangements. 

- Issue 3 : Regulation : In many important areas, the government will need to clarify 
whether its intention is to repeal EU regulations and replace them with UK-drafted 
alternatives or to continue to abide by them. These include: 

o the working time directive 
o procurement and competition law 
o regulation of medicines and medical devices 
o regulation to enable common professional standards and medical education 

between EEA countries. 
- Issue 4 : Cross-border cooperation : Members of the academic and medical 

communities have already expressed serious concerns about the impact of leaving the 
EU on the future of science and research in the UK (see, for example, Lechler 2016; 
Mossialos et al 2016). Nobel Prize winner Professor Sir Paul Nurse, Chief Executive of 
the Francis Crick Institute, has warned that Brexit could be a disaster for British science 
because of its impact on the free movement of researchers across Europe and on the 
ability of UK researchers to attract research funding (Ghosh 2016). 

- Issue 5 : Funding and finance : Before the referendum, HM Treasury stated that a 
vote to leave the EU would result in ‘an immediate and profound economic shock 
creating instability and uncertainty’ and that in the longer term the UK ‘would be 
permanently poorer’ (HM Treasury 2016a, 2016b).  
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The entire article can be found here: http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/articles/brexit-

and-nhs 

6. Interesting articles and publications 

In a blog, Justin J. Lehmiller, a doctor in Social Psychology from Purdue University provides 

an interesting overview (and infographics!) of a study on the multifacet reasons why people 

get involved in sex work (in Switzerland) which is essential when it comes to programming with 

this specific public. 

Interesting article of the Guardian reporting on the works of European experts about the mental 

health toll borne by migrants and refugees. 

An article published in the WHO “public health aspects of migration in Europe” deals with the 

careless reception of isolated children and the impact on their mental health. “After leaving 

their countries with such high aspirations and expectations, the majority of unaccompanied 

children encounter traumatic experiences before arriving at their destination. What they find at 

their destination is a reception and a care system that is fragmented at best, or unable to 

intercept and deal with their real needs. The assistance – provided rather randomly, owing to 

a lack of tailored expertise – turns into a source of further stress and trauma”. 

A landmark report form the group of health experts at the EU Commission has been released. 

It is a mine of information and policy recommendations on access to health care at the EU 

level. It also provides in depth analysis for vulnerable groups. This is highly recommended.  

7. Future events 

5th European Conference on Mental Health. 4–16 September 2016, Prague, Czech Republic.  

Migrants United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on Refugees and Migrant 

Health.19 September 2016, New York, United States. MdM has been invited to attend 

19th European Health Forum Gastein 28-30 September 2016 with this year topic 

“Demographics and Diversity in Europe - New Solutions for Health”. 

World Health Summit. 9–11 October 2016, Berlin, Germany 

9th European Public Health Conference “All for Health – Health for All”. 

9–12 November 2016, Vienna, Austria. Two abstracts from International Observatory of 

access to healthcare have been accepted. 

François Fille, European Advocacy Coordinator francois.fille@medecinsdumonde.net 

with Marie Michotte, Nathalie Simonnot & Camille Gutton, August 18th, 2016 

www.mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com 
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