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MdM EU project NEWSFLASH 04-06/2015 
 
Find a wealth of information and tools on www.mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com! Password for the 
protected zones: ‘member’. 

Key activities 
Our main activity during this period: producing, releasing 
and disseminating our newest report (in Brussels, London, 
Paris, Strasbourg, online etc.). Please note that there are 3 
distinct reports: 
 
The 2015 “short European” report, based on consultations 
in nine European countries and Turkey. Available in English, 
French and Spanish. 
 
The complete report (including data from MdM Canada) 
that presents the results of all the analyses, and with many 
references to other studies. As it includes data on infectious 
diseases, it is meant for health professionals & researchers.  
  
A legal report on access to healthcare in 12 countries (BE, 
CA, FR, DE, EL, LU, NL, ES, SE, CH, TR and UK) 
 
 
All reports can be found here: 

https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/resources/publications/new-report-2015/ 
 
07/04/2015 – dissemination of European materials at the MdM FR « journée scientifique » (Nathalie) 
 
10/04/2015 – presentation for doctors, nurses and social workers on access to healthcare across 
Europe for undocumented migrants – DU santé & précarité Grenoble (Anne-Laure) 
 
14/04/2015 – Pierre Chauvin and Nathalie submitted 4 abstracts for the October 2015 EUPHA 
conference in Milan: on prenatal care, vaccination, violence, and barriers to healthcare (based on 
Observatory data). In June, we learned these were all accepted, meaning we get 4 presentations of 5 
minutes each, and the abstracts will be published in Eur J Public Health, and will consequently be visible 
in PubMed and other scientific search engines. Abstracts on the same topics were also accepted for 
the congress of the Société Française de Santé Public (SFSP) in Tours. 
 
14/04/2015 – MdM (Vivien, who is doing an internship with Frank in Brussels) prepared observations 
on children’s access to healthcare services throughout Europe, for the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development – MdM report 
children 04 2015 
 
04/05/2015 – MdM Greece participated in a DG SANCO teleconference with all relevant NGOs on the 
“Influx of Migrants via the Mediterranean Sea” to exchange information on the needs on the ground 
05/05/2015 – MdM presentation at a Brussels event co-organized with the European Generics 
Association (EGA), the European Patient Forum (EPF) and the International Association of Mutual 
Benefit Societies (AIM): “Universal access to health: one year after the EU elections” – 80 participants 
and 4 MEPs present – see the video interview with Frank right after the event 

http://www.mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/
https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/resources/publications/new-report-2015/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/Nos-Combats/Agenda/Journee-scientifique-de-la-sante-humanitaire-et-solidaire
https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/mdm-report-children-04-2015.pdf
https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/mdm-report-children-04-2015.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/106103507/Frank%40EGA2015.pptx
http://www.egagenerics.com/index.php/events/universal-access-to-health-one-year-after-the-eu-elections
http://youtu.be/1PXbvqxy1fM
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08/05/2015 MdM participation in a public DG EMPL consultation regarding the “provision of 
services to long-term unemployed in the Member States and at EU level” – 08 05 2015 public 
consultation unemployment, to raise awareness about the fact that in many countries healthcare 
coverage is linked to (recent) employment, that mobile EU jobseekers face many barriers to 
healthcare, that undocumented migrants face difficult working conditions with obvious consequences 
for their health etc. 
 
12/05/2015 – (for those of you who speak French) series of articles on the Amsterdam meeting in La 
Boussole, the internal communication tool of MdM France 
 
18/05/2015 – presentation of the new European report at a press conference in London 
 

 
 
At least 12 journalists present (BBC, AFP, Spanish National Radio, Onda Cero Radio and Telecino 
(Spain), British Journal of Midwifery, Nursing Times, etc.). At least 109 articles across Europe. 
 
Moderation by Fiona GODLEE, Editor in Chief of the prestigious British Medical Journal. 
Clare SHORTALL (volunteer paediatrician at the London clinic) and Leigh DAYNES (Director MdM UK) 
spoke on behalf of our International network. MEP Jean LAMBERT made an intervention. 
 
The political highlight was the great speech by Prof. Lesley PAGE, President of the Royal College of 
Midwives (representing 45,000 members or the vast majority of midwives in the UK). Some quotes: 
- “Healthcare should not be denied on the basis of the ability to pay; on being able to show the ‘right’ 

papers; to come from the ‘right’ place. There should be no bars to health care.” 
- “The RCM endorses Doctors of the World’s position that clinicians must never be the gatekeepers 

of healthcare, or assume the role of immigration police. Midwives have a duty of care to women 
and their babies and they should be free to provide care to any woman who walks through their 
doors.  All pregnant women must have the most basic right of access to high quality for them and 
their babies. All pregnant women must have access to termination of pregnancy, antenatal and 
postnatal care and safe birth.” 

 

https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/08-05-2015-public-consultation-unemployment-final.pdf
https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/08-05-2015-public-consultation-unemployment-final.pdf
http://laboussole.medecinsdumonde.org/?p=7153
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19/05/2015 – following our written contribution on children’s access to healthcare to MP Kyriakides, 
MdM was invited at a hearing of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in Moldova on 
“child-friendly social and healthcare services”. The network was represented by Dr Hara TZIOUVARA 
(pediatrician and Board member of MdM Greece) – see the video of her great presentation here: 
http://youtu.be/TUFVV_SNQpc 
 
21/05/2015 – presentation for doctors, nurses and social workers about access to healthcare across 
Europe for undocumented migrants – DU santé & précarité Paris (Nathalie) 
 
22/05/2015 – meeting between MdM Greece (Dr Liana MAILLI) and MEP Gianni PITTELLA, President 
of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 
 
29/05/2015 – presentation about our work for the teams of the European Network Against Racism 
(ENAR) and the staff, members and Board members of the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) by 
Frank 
 
03-04/06/2015 – dissemination of our newest report at the European Forum on the Rights of the Child. 
In its background documents, DG Justice refers several times to ‘undocumented children’1, but they 
“cannot officially promote their rights in their formal recommendations, because there is no legal basis 
in the Treaties for this… “ 
 
05/06/2015 – presentation (Nathalie) about children’s access to healthcare across Europe at the 
Congresso Italiano di Pediatra in Rome (organized by the National Italian Paediatrics Society) 
 
08/06/2015 – meeting with Anna RURKA (Martine and Frank), President of the Council of Europe INGO 
Conference, in order to discuss how Strasbourg civil society could increase its effectiveness and how 
MdM can contribute to this. 
 
12-13/06/2015 – PICUM’s Annual Workshop and General Assembly in Brussels. MdM was represented 
by Frank (Chair of the working group on health) and Nathalie (PICUM Board Member) 
 
16/06/2015 – The DRI coordinated an open letter addressed to the 28 EU Health Ministers, co-signed 
with 7 other European networks (European Public Health Association (EPHA), PICUM, Standing 
Committee of European Doctors (CPME), European Council of Medical Orders (CEOM), European 
Patient Forum, European AIDS Treatment Group, European Association for the Defense of Human 
Rights) and 20 national migration and/or medical associations. 
 
16-17/06/2015 – Janine (CH) represented the network at a stakeholder meeting organized by the 
Center for Reproductive Rights in order to brainstorm about joint advocacy possibilities concerning the 
right to access sexual and reproductive healthcare for all women residing in Europe – more news to 
come 
 
18/06/2015 – presentation at MdM BE about Europe (what’s going on in other countries and how do 
we address this with European institutions) for 29 Belgian MdM volunteers and staff (Vivien and Frank) 
 
23/06/2015 – dissemination of our European report (Vivien) at a public event in the European 
Parliament organized by FIDH, “Protecting or downgrading? EU anti-crisis policies and challenges to 
human rights in Europe”. See also the 12/2014 FIDH report 'Downgrading rights: the cost of austerity 
in Greece'. 

                                                           
1 We consider that no minor can be considered as an asylum seeker, refugee or undocumented migrant. Therefore, we use 
the terms “children of asylum seekers”, “children of refugees” or “children of undocumented migrants”. 

https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/mdm-report-children-04-2015.pdf
http://youtu.be/TUFVV_SNQpc
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/rights-child/european-forum/ninth-meeting/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/files/2015_forum_roc_background_en.pdf
https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/2015/06/17/open-letter-to-the-eu-ministers-of-health/
http://www.reproductiverights.org/
https://www.fidh.org/International-Federation-for-Human-Rights/europe/greece/16675-greece-report-unveils-human-rights-violations-stemming-from-austerity
https://www.fidh.org/International-Federation-for-Human-Rights/europe/greece/16675-greece-report-unveils-human-rights-violations-stemming-from-austerity
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24/06/2015 – the MdM International Network co-signed the international call “Bridges, not weapons! 
An appeal for a migrant, asylum seeker and refugee reception policy” together with AEDH, Emmaus 
Europe, Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network, European Alternatives, FEANTSA, FIDH, 
Migreurop and Solidar – in view of the 25-26/06 European Council (government leaders) discussing 
the EU migration policy. 
 

Outcomes & impact 
13/03/2015 – multiple mentions of the work / publications by MdM in a report by the European 
Parliament Directorate General for Internal Policies: “The impact of the crisis on fundamental rights 
across Member States of the EU. Comparative analysis”, e.g. to show how the crisis has led more 
people to count on healthcare provision by NGOs (p. 58), how the crisis led to a surge in unmet medical 
needs (p. 61), and several times in the recommendations that concern healthcare (p. 172), e.g. specific 
inclusion of undocumented migrants, destitute EU citizens, pregnant women and children, universal 
healthcare coverage throughout Europe. Nice to see many literal quotes taken over from our reports… 
 
23/04/2015 – An official repeal of Health Decree 39A has been published in the Official Journal of the 
Hellenic Republic. Mandatory HIV testing in Greece – leading to the stigmatization of homeless, sex 
workers, migrants, LGBT – has finally been abolished! 
 
15/06/2015 – BMJ article written by our partners Lilana Keith (PICUM) and Ewout van Ginneken (senior 
health researcher) – “Restricting access to the NHS for undocumented migrants is bad policy at high 
cost” – mentioning our UK data. Interesting responses from the health community. 
 
In relation to this article, see also “Charging migrants for health care could compromise public health 
and increase costs for the NHS” by Jacqueline B. Britz, and Martin McKee, Professor of European Public 
Health (mention of MdM UK data). 
 
 

Future opportunities 
22-23/06/2015 – MdM Greece (Nikitas) has been invited to Florence (Italy) for the regional 
consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders 
 
30/06/2015 – EU launch of MIPEX 2015 (a mapping of migration policies, including in the field of 
health) in the presence of Isabel De La Mata (senior member of DG SANTE) – MdM (Vivien and Frank) 
will be present to disseminate our most recent European report 
 
01/07/2015 – MdM International Network is invited at an S&D group hearing on access to medicines 
(about 80 MEPs will probably be present), Céline Grillon will speak about the sofosbuvir patent 
opposition and the need for compulsory licensing 
 
02/07/2017 – Italian MP Andrea RIGONI, Rapporteur for a PACE report on violence against migrants, 
will meet MdM Germany, who also assisted him in organizing meetings with other NGOs such as 
ProAsyl and Berliner Flüchtlingsrat. See the short background paper on violence that the German team 
drafted (not to be disseminated publically). 
 
06-07/07/2015 – EU Civil Society Forum on HIV/AIDS, were the network will be represented by Cristina 
Torro, who will give a presentation about the gender dimension of HIV (focus on women) 
 
 

https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/2015/06/24/bridges-not-weapons/
https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/2015/06/24/bridges-not-weapons/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/510021/IPOL_STU%282015%29510021_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/510021/IPOL_STU%282015%29510021_EN.pdf
http://press.psprings.co.uk/bmj/june/migranthealth.pdf
http://press.psprings.co.uk/bmj/june/migranthealth.pdf
http://www.bmj.com/content/350/bmj.h3056/rapid-responses
http://jpubhealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2015/04/21/pubmed.fdv043.abstract
http://jpubhealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2015/04/21/pubmed.fdv043.abstract
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewPDF.asp?FileID=20571&lang=en
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/106103507/Background_Paper_Violence%20MdM%20DE%2006%202015.pdf
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28-31/07/2015 – 3 presentations by MdM France at the Amsterdam AIDS Impact 2015 international 
conference 
- The cost of medical research: Is it transparent? 
- Médecins du Monde (MdM) challenges sofosbuvir’s patent in Europe to improve universal access 

to HCV treatment 
- Does the cost of new Hepatitis C antiretroviral drugs have an impact on access to treatment? 
 
12/09/2015 – presentation (Nathalie) at the Berlin Global Health Conference “Globalisation, Refugees 
and Health” organised by the Institute for Social medicine, Epidemiology and Health Economics 
(Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin) and IPPNW 
 
1-2/10/2015 – PICUM health working group meeting in Frankfurt + international conference on 
undocumented migrants’ access to healthcare 
 
10-11/10/2015 – “Journées Missions France” is the French domestic programs meeting, every two 
years, filled with 2 days of intense and rich debates. For those among you who speak French, it might 
be a great opportunity to exchange. Please contact the DRI if you are interested in attending. Meeting 
will take place in Ecully (near Lyon). 
 
14-17/10/2015 – Milan EUPHA conference on public health, where MdM will have 4 presentations 
4-6/11/2015 – Tours SFSP congress on public health, with 4 presentations and a poster 
20-27/11/2015 – European Testing Week – this year not only on HIV but also hepatitis 

 

Other info 
 

Cool discovery by MdM Belgium: a database of health 
related drawings that help people dialogue together 
when they don’t speak the same language. There is 
also an Apple and Android app available. Useful in 
consultations where there is no interpreter around! 
 
http://www.crossics.com/flipbookfr/ 
available in DE, EN, IT, NL, PT, ES 
 
http://www.crossics.com/bank/ 
 
Pictogram for insomnia to the left. 
 
 

 
Interesting WHO policy brief (2014). Preventing and addressing intimate partner violence against 
migrant and ethnic minority women: the role of the health sector. 
 
Everything you always wanted to know about the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) that is currently being negotiated between the US and the EU, and the impacts it might have on 
public health systems: www.epha.org/6278 
 
05/2015 – A policy brief by the Migration Policy Centre estimates the number of (registered) deaths in 
the Mediterranean between 1998 and 2015 at 18,403 at least. The probability of dying during the 
journey has significantly increased, to reach an estimated 45% in the first four months of 2015. 

http://www.aidsimpact.com/2015/Background/
http://www.aidsimpact.com/2015/Academics/DraftProgramme/abstract/?id=2194
http://www.aidsimpact.com/2015/Academics/DraftProgramme/abstract/?id=2187
http://www.aidsimpact.com/2015/Academics/DraftProgramme/abstract/?id=2187
http://www.aidsimpact.com/2015/Academics/DraftProgramme/abstract/?id=2166
http://www.health-and-globalisation.org/global-health-conference.html
http://www.health-and-globalisation.org/global-health-conference.html
http://www.crossics.com/flipbookfr/
http://www.crossics.com/bank/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/roma-health/publications/2014/preventing-and-addressing-intimate-partner-violence-against-migrant-and-ethnic-minority-women-the-role-of-the-health-sector.-policy-brief-2014
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/roma-health/publications/2014/preventing-and-addressing-intimate-partner-violence-against-migrant-and-ethnic-minority-women-the-role-of-the-health-sector.-policy-brief-2014
http://www.epha.org/6278
http://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/35557
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05/05/2015 – Salud por Derecho released a great movie documentary that explains what is at stake 
concerning high and non-transparent medicine price setting, and what could be done about it. 
“Medical research: Houston we have a problem. Why they don’t want you to see it?” 
 
06/05/2015 – shocking Human Rights Watch evidence of Athens police abuse towards drug users, sex 
workers, homeless. Video produced with the participation of MdM Greece http://bit.ly/1AElWkl 
 
21/05/2015 – The tool called “Implementing comprehensive HIV/STI programmes with sex workers: 
practical approaches from collaborative interventions” developed by the WHO, UNFPA, UNAIDS, 
NSWP and World Bank (2013) is now also available in French: “Mettre en œuvre des Programmes 
complets de VIH/IST auprès des travailleuses du sexe : approaches pratiques tirées d’interventions 
collaboratives”. 
 
29/05/2015 – following a letter by the HIV Civil Society Forum (of which MdM is a member) to EU 
Health Commissioner Andriukaitis about a proposition of law for mandatory HIV testing in the Czech 
Republic for certain risk groups (!), Andriukaitis wrote back that he fully supports the need for 
voluntary testing. In the meantime, the proposal has been redrawn thanks to civil society pressure. 
 
15/06/2015 – WHO is calling for full decriminalization of sex work in their new report on sexual health 
and human rights: “Wherever sex work is effectively criminalized, clients’ knowledge that they cannot 
be reported to the police by a sex worker makes the sex workers additionally vulnerable to violence.” 
Also, this report “uses the terms “sex work”, “sex worker” and “people engaged in sex work” to refer 
to persons making an autonomous decision to be in sex work. It does not address those who are forced 
into sex work or those who are understood to be trafficked. 
 

Great campaign by the UK Joint Council for for the Welfare 
of Immigrants, http://www.iamanimmigrant.net, 
 
The campaign seeks to "challenge the negative rhetoric 
against immigrants, celebrate them and provide them with 
a platform to share their story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy news, since our new colleague Camille Gutton, 
former advocacy officer in Mali with MdM, has arrived at 
the DRI. She will be animating the vulnerabilities in health 
network for which we received European Commission 
funding. Marie Vicart has decided not to renew her contract 
as Observatory coordinator with us. We thank her for her 
work with us! 
 

 
Questions, comments, anything you’d like to share in the network through this newsflash: please 
contact Nathalie.Simonnot@medecinsdumonde.net and Frank.Vanbiervliet@medecinsdumonde.net. 
 

http://eldocumentalquenoquierenqueveas.com/the-documentary-they-dont-want-you-to-see/
http://bit.ly/1AElWkl
http://www.unfpa.org/publications/implementing-comprehensive-hivsti-programmes-sex-workers-practical-approaches
http://www.unfpa.org/publications/implementing-comprehensive-hivsti-programmes-sex-workers-practical-approaches
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/SWIT_French_May14_FINAL_small.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/SWIT_French_May14_FINAL_small.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/SWIT_French_May14_FINAL_small.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/175556/1/9789241564984_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/175556/1/9789241564984_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.iamanimmigrant.net/
mailto:Nathalie.Simonnot@medecinsdumonde.net
mailto:Frank.Vanbiervliet@medecinsdumonde.net

