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MdM EU project NEWSFLASH 07-09/2015 
 
Find a wealth of information and tools on www.mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com! Password for the 
protected zones: ‘member’. 

Key activities 
30/06/2015 – dissemination and visibility of our report at the EU launch of MIPEX 2015. This is a 
mapping of migration policies, including in the field of health, see http://www.mipex.eu/health. 
 
01/07/2015 – Céline Grillon (MdM France advocacy officer on harm reduction, HCV & HIV) represented 
the network at an S&D hearing on access to medicines (about 15 MEPs, 15 MEP assistants, and about 
50 other people present) + large-scale dissemination of our European Observatory report 
 

Main message that was given: Despite the lack of transparency concerning research & 
developpement costs, growing evidence shows that these costs do not account for high 
medicine prices. It is rather marketing costs and benefit margins that drive up prices. There 
is currently no traceability nor conditionality of public investments in R&D. Alternative and 
transparent models of financing R&D are needed, that result in affordable medicines. In 
the meantime, when patent barriers prevent access to medicines, legal safeguards allow 
Member States to take measures – such as compulsory licensing – to protect public health. 
Céline’s presentation can be found here. 

 
02/07/2017 – Italian MP Andrea RIGONI, Rapporteur for a PACE report on violence against migrants, 
met with MdM Germany, who also assisted him in organizing meetings with other NGOs such as 
ProAsyl and Berliner Flüchtlingsrat. See the short background paper on violence that the German team 
drafted (not to be disseminated publically). The DRI shared all data available on violence. 
 
06-07/07/2015 – MdM participation (Cristina Torro) in the EU Civil Society Forum on HIV/AIDS – see 
her presentation about the gender dimension of HIV (focus on women). See also the launch of the new 
WHO guidelines on HIV testing – MdM Tenerife turns up in the WHO promotion video.  
 
Please note that WHO also recommends HIV testing by ‘lay providers’ (meaning trained workers who 
are not doctors) and is obviously against coercive HIV testing, promoting respectful, non-
discriminatory and ethical manners, respecting the human rights of the person being tested, 
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/toolkits/policy-hiv-testing-quality-assurance/en/ 
 
08/07/2015 – participation (Frank) in a focus group meeting on self-care (actions people take to 
recognize, treat and manage their health problems outside of the medical system) organised by CPME 
(the main European doctors’ umbrella association), in the context of the ‘PISCE’ EU funded research 
project: raising awareness about health inequalities, social gradient, vulnerabilities in health + 
disseminating our report + strengthening ties with new (Swiss) President of CPME, Dr Jacques de Haller  
 
17/07/2015 – open letter by MdM BE to the Belgian Prime Minister and Health Minister in all main 
newspapers, asking them to defend Greek public health in further European negotiations with Greece, 
signed by 25 Deans of Medical Faculties, Presidents of large hospitals etc. See a version in French or in 
Dutch. MdM BE was received by the PM’s Cabinet – awaiting a formal government reply. 
 
17/07/2015 – participation to a public consultation by DG Justice on “Equality between women and 
men in the EU”: using our European report, we reminded the EC that in order to fight gender inequality 

http://www.mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.mipex.eu/health
https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/cc3a9linesd-07-2015-v6.pptx
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewPDF.asp?FileID=20571&lang=en
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/106103507/Background_Paper_Violence%20MdM%20DE%2006%202015.pdf
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/guidelines/hiv-testing-services/en/
https://youtu.be/IIUOkzsxQt8
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/toolkits/policy-hiv-testing-by-lay-provider/en/
http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/toolkits/policy-hiv-testing-quality-assurance/en/
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/docs/ev_20150608_co52_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/patient_safety/docs/ev_20150608_co52_en.pdf
https://www.rtbf.be/info/opinions/detail_grece-epargner-le-secteur-de-la-sante?id=9033923
http://www.demorgen.be/opinie/europa-moet-de-griekse-volksgezondheid-beschermen-a2397125/
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effectively, people facing multiple vulnerabilities need to be included, e.g. undocumented migrants 
and EU citizens, Roma, homeless, drug users, sex workers, etc. See the MdM contribution here. 
 
24/07/2015 – informal meeting with DG SANTE Principal public health advisor Isabel de la Mata to 
discuss our actions and strategy (Nathalie, Camille and Frank).  She told us how the network to reduce 
vulnerability in health is important for the Commission. 
 
20/08/2015 – great BBC interview with Leigh Daynes about the situation in Calais (France) and great 
ZDF (German national television) interview with Jochen Zenker about refugee reception in Greece. 
 

 
© Frédéric Pauwels – MdM France team in Calais 
 

About 3,500 people currently live in a slum on the Jules Ferry and surrounding industrial 
waste site. Almost all of them have fled conflict, violence and persecution in Afghanistan, 
Eritrea, Sudan or Syria and are in need of international protection. The MdM France teams 
also receive significant numbers of women and children, including many isolated minors 
and small groups of minors without any adult accompanying them. Because of the lack of 
sanitation, food and healthcare, and the long daily queues to get access to any of these 
basic three needs, people often have to choose between either of these three needs. 

 
02/09/2015 – MdM (represented by Frank) gave a speech in the introductory session of the annual 
EPHA conference (about 100 people present), raising awareness about the need for migrant policies 
(e.g. Calais) and economic policies (e.g. Greece) that take into account the universal right to healthcare 
 
02/09/2015 – publishing a joint position paper opinion by Janice Hughes and Françoise Sivignon 
(Presidents of MdM UK and MdM FR) in English: Europe’s refugee crisis: bridges, not fences, are the 
answer and in French (both versions are different, adapted to the national context): Migrants, l’Europe 
doit vraiment bouger. 

https://mdmeuroblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/public-consultation-gender-equality-final.pdf
https://youtu.be/kzwMnAgErGI
http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek/kanaluebersicht/aktuellste/168#/beitrag/video/2479886/Europa-und-die-Fl%C3%BCchtlinge
http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek/kanaluebersicht/aktuellste/168#/beitrag/video/2479886/Europa-und-die-Fl%C3%BCchtlinge
https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/françoise-sivignon-janice-hughes/europe’s-refugee-crisis-bridges-not-fences-are-a
https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/françoise-sivignon-janice-hughes/europe’s-refugee-crisis-bridges-not-fences-are-a
http://blogs.mediapart.fr/edition/les-invites-de-mediapart/article/310815/migrants-l-europe-doit-vraiment-bouger
http://blogs.mediapart.fr/edition/les-invites-de-mediapart/article/310815/migrants-l-europe-doit-vraiment-bouger
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Outcomes & impact 
06/2015 – new WHO report “Economic crisis, health systems and health in Europe: impact and 
implications for policy”: citing MdM data and several mentions of undocumented migrants (for the 
first time ever) – a result of our ‘lobbying’ to the writers  of this report ;-) 
 
18/06/2015 – citing of our vaccination data in an EPHA article http://www.epha.org/a/6382 
 
06/2015 – EPHA guest editorial by MdM - Putting evidence-based public health policies at the heart of 
migration policies 
 
30/06/2015 – Informal discussion with Isabel de la Mata (principal advisor on public health of DG 
SANTE): although there are were no real formal outcomes of our letter to the Health Ministers, there 
was informal agreement among ministers that “migrants are not importing diseases into Europe”, 
but rather that they become sick because of social determinants and non-access to healthcare… 
 
25/07/2015 – release of a new COMPAS report (Oxford University) on “Service provision to irregular 
migrants in Europe” – MdM contributed to checking / rewriting the information and the research 
methodology  
 
29/07/2015 – following our 17/06/2015 letter to EU Health Commissioner Andriukaitis and our open 
letter to all European Health Ministers, the Commissioner’s Chief of Cabinet wrote us a letter to 
reiterate the importance of our partnership with the Commission, that the results of our latest 
European report will be used “in the development of future work” and that the Commissioner 
“welcomes our invitation to visit one of our centers in Greece and Spain” – they will “contact us on this 
in the near future”. 
 
02/09/2015 – strong statement of the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights concerning 
the refugee reception crisis: “Europe can do more to protect refugees” 
 
 

03/09/2015 – the EU Fundamental Rights Agency published 
its study “Cost of exclusion from healthcare – The case of 
migrants in an irregular situation”, comparing the cost of 
providing timely access to screening and treatment for 
undocumented migrants to providing emergency 
treatment only, in DE, EL and SE. MdM intensely 
collaborated with the FRA: choosing the countries and 
issues (HTA & antenatal care) for this study, and providing 
feedback all along the research process. 
 
The economic model shows that regular access to 
hypertension prevention results in cost-savings of around 
9% in Germany and Greece and about 8% in Sweden, and 
much more looking at a timeframe of 5 years or more. 
Providing access to prenatal care may generate savings of 
up to 48% in Germany and Greece, and up to 69% in 
Sweden, over the course of two years. 
 
“Although results must be interpreted with caution, the 
testing shows that providing access to regular preventive 

healthcare for migrants in an irregular situation would be cost-saving for healthcare systems. Even 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/observatory/publications/policy-briefs-and-summaries/economic-crisis,-health-systems-and-health-in-europe-impact-and-implications-for-policy
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/observatory/publications/policy-briefs-and-summaries/economic-crisis,-health-systems-and-health-in-europe-impact-and-implications-for-policy
http://www.epha.org/a/6382
http://www.epha.org/a/6385
http://www.epha.org/a/6385
http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/research/welfare/service-provision-to-irregular-migrants-in-europe
http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/research/welfare/service-provision-to-irregular-migrants-in-europe
http://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/europe-can-do-more-to-protect-refugees
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/cost-exclusion-healthcare-case-migrants-irregular-situation
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/cost-exclusion-healthcare-case-migrants-irregular-situation
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when using a simple model to estimate costs, the implications are clear: treating a condition only when 
it becomes an emergency not only endangers the health of a patient, but also results in a greater 
economic burden to healthcare systems.” 
 
MdM was represented by Dr Michel ROLAND at the launch event in Brussels, where he highlighted 
some of our data, the cost-effectiveness of vaccination and the efficiency of universal health coverage 
in low- and middle-income countries. 
 
12/09/2015 – key note presentation & roundtable (Nathalie) at the Berlin Global Health Conference 
“Globalisation, Refugees and Health” organised by the Institute for Social medicine, Epidemiology and 
Health Economics (Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin) and IPPNW with participation of Dr Clare 
Shortall (MdM UK). Dissemination of the observatory reports, recommandations (blow the fences, 
disobedience to denounciation, building coalitions for changing laws), policy discussion with organisers 
on how to build this coalition.  
 

Future opportunities 
21/09/2015 – Anna RURKA, President of the Council of Europe Conference of INGOs will hold a 
stakeholder meeting on irregular migrants with all Brussels-based European NGOs (MdM had insisted 
upon her to pick up this issue) 
 
28/09-02/10 – autumn session of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly in Strasbourg 
(presence by Martine Schmelck) 
 
30/09/2015 – MdM will have a full page article in the Parliament Magazine’s September issue 
dedicated to the Gastein European Health Forum 2015, distributed to all MEPs, senior members of the 
Commission, the Council and various EU institutions, as well as electronic distribution to 58,000 
contacts + MdM (Frank) has also been invited to attend the Gastein conference free of charge. 
 
1-2/10/2015 – PICUM health working group meeting in Frankfurt + international conference on 
undocumented migrants’ access to healthcare, MdM will be represented by Suzanne Bruins (speaker) 
and Frank (DRI, as Chair of the health working group) 
 
02/10/2015 – Dissemination workshop of the EC-funded project “Training packages for health 
professionals to improve access and quality of health services for migrants and ethnic minorities, 
including the Roma” – who is interested and available to represent the network? 
 
9-10/10/2015 – Humanitarian Congress in Berlin, co-organised by MSF, MdM Germany, the German 
Red Cross, the Berlin Chamber of Physicians and the Charité Universitätsmedizin, with participation 
from MdM UK, MdM France, MdM Greece, DRI, our Romanian partner Carusel on harm reduction, and 
our European partner EPHA. 
 
10/10/2015 – MdM (represented by Lucy Jones) is invited as keynote speaker at the Medical 
Anthropology Switzerland (MAS) colloquium on healthcare for undocumented migrants in Geneva. 
 
14-17/10/2015 – Milan EUPHA conference on public health, with MdM (represented by Nathalie & 
Pierre Chauvin)  
- 4 MdM presentations 
- a pre-conference meeting by the Section on Migrant and Ethnic Minority Health about “ensuring 

access to health care for refugees crossing the Mediterranean Sea”, to discuss “how research, 

http://www.health-and-globalisation.org/global-health-conference.html
http://www.health-and-globalisation.org/global-health-conference.html
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/
http://www.ehfg.org/home.html
http://www.mem-tp.org/
http://www.mem-tp.org/
http://www.mem-tp.org/
http://humanitarian-congress-berlin.org/2015/
http://www.sagw.ch/fr/seg/commissions/MAS.html
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policy and solidarity should define a more structured response to the health needs of refugees and 
asylum seekers in Europe”. 

 
27-28/10/2015 – Quantitative data collection workshop in Paris, organised by the DRI 
 
4-6/11/2015 – SFSP congress on public health, where the DRI has 4 European presentations and a 
poster (Nathalie & Pierre), on top of MdM France presentations 
 
20-27/11/2015 – European Testing Week – this year not only on HIV but also hepatitis. Please contact 
the DRI if you have any great campaigning ideas! www.testingweek.eu 
 
12/2015 – Jochen Zenker (President MdM DE) will give a 2 hour lecture to public health and health 
economic researchers about migrants’ access to healthcare at the Berlin University 
 
14-18/03/2015 – “Healthcare provision for migrants: comparing approaches to ethical challenges in 
Germany and the United Kingdom”, International Workshop organised by the Institute for Ethics, 
History and Theory of Medicine and the Institute for Sociology of the Munich University. MdM UK and 
DE have introduced an abstract together based on a comparison of their data collection. 
 
23-25/06/2016 – 6th EUPHA Conference on Migrant and Ethnic Minority Health in Oslo, Norway:  
‘Equity: the Policy Practice Gap in Health’.   

- Abstract submission opens: 1st October 2015 
- Abstract submission closes: 15th November 2015 
- Announcement of accepted abstracts: 1st March 2016 

 

  

http://www.testingweek.eu/
http://www.en.egt.med.uni-muenchen.de/events/klausurwoche/index.html
http://www.en.egt.med.uni-muenchen.de/events/klausurwoche/index.html
http://www.eupha-migranthealthconference.com/
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Other info 
Don’t miss out on the last 
network communication 
campaign ‘Make a child cry’, 
www.makeachildcry.com/ that 
also contains a lot of relevant 
domestic programs information! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MdM Greece has a special blog where they publish all their media coverage: 
https://mdmpressgreece25.wordpress.com/category/international-media/ 
 
 

01/07/2015 – great video by MdM CH (in French) 
about how they deliver healthcare to asylum 
seekers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

29/07/2015 – Very strong report by Italian NGO Medici per I Diritti 
Umani “Move or Die. Migratory routes from Sub-Saharan Countries 
to Europe” about the  consequences on health of migrants’ cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment or torture. Based on 500 
testimonies in Sicily and  Rome. 
 

 
11/08/2015 – After two years of research and stakeholder consultations (including MdM France) 
Amnesty International’s decision-making forum adopted a resolution which gives their International 
Board the go-ahead to develop a policy to protect the human rights of sex workers based on the broad 
principle of decriminalisation of all aspects of consensual adult sex work. On other issues (legalising 
sex work or not, what are effective human trafficking measures or how to deal with third parties that 

http://www.makeachildcry.com/
https://mdmpressgreece25.wordpress.com/category/international-media/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLEHYYiVLQY
http://www.mediciperidirittiumani.org/en/move-or-die/
http://www.mediciperidirittiumani.org/en/move-or-die/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLEHYYiVLQY
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exploit or abuse sex workers), the resolution and Q&A are the result of 2 years in-depth collective 
intelligence. The “highest possible protection of the human rights of sex workers” always come first. 
 
14/08/2015 – After forbidding the Greek government to submit any draft legislation to the Greek 
parliament before first obtaining agreement from the Institutions (source: July 2015 Eurosummit 
statement p5), a new MoU was signed between the European Commission (acting on behalf of the 
European Stability Mechanism ESM) and Greece. 
 
Although there are a few references in the text to access to health care for all (including the uninsured), 
the new plan offers no real guarantees whatsoever for universal coverage or an effective guaranteed 
minimum income scheme. Furthermore, “by October 2015, the authorities will decide whether to re-
establish a means tested 5€ fee for hospital & other health centres visits or to adopt equivalent 
measures in fiscal and demand management terms”. The introduction of the 5€ entrance fee had 
created a massive influx by Greek citizens to MdM polyclinics and was one of the measures immediately 
cancelled when Syriza came to power. See the video of the MdM flashmob against the 5€ fee that was 
organised on Monastiraki square in Athens in February 2014. 
 
19/08/2015 – In its social impact assessment of the new MoU, the Commission does not seem worried 
about healthcare in Greece as “new legislation passed in 2014 to remedy the situation included 
measures aimed at the uninsured to introduce universal primary care, establish free access to 
secondary care and equal access to pharmaceuticals”. 
 
DG SANTE Director Martin SEYCHELL and Principal Public Health Advisor Isabel DE LA MATA are eagerly 
awaiting our most relevant data from the field in Greece that can help them correct the assessment. 
 

02/09/2015 – A new report by the Corporate Europe Observatory reveals 
that pharmaceutical industry's lobbying spending is around €40 million, an 
estimated 15 times more than all civil society actors working on public health 
or access to medicines. For instance, the European Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA) had over 50 meetings 
with the Juncker Commission in its first four and a half months of office… We 
do not even know how many people they can hire, as much of the work does 
not figure in the official transparency register or is outsourced to 
“consultancy bureaus”. 
 
We can “only” count on the strength given by the patients’ situations, our 
commitment & evidence based data... 

 
 
« They took my life but haven’t killed me » Twelve case studies of women received in MdM Sweden 
by the legal advice group : how asylum could be denied to these women, who had been raped, are 
severely traumatised is not understandable. Only printed version available at MdM Sweden.  
 
Questions, comments, anything you’d like to share in the network through this newsflash: please 
contact Nathalie.Simonnot@medecinsdumonde.net and Frank.Vanbiervliet@medecinsdumonde.net. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/policy-on-state-obligations-to-respect-protect-and-fulfil-the-human-rights-of-sex-workers/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/qa-policy-to-protect-the-human-rights-of-sex-workers/
http://t.co/g7tBFiOH8R
http://t.co/g7tBFiOH8R
file:///C:/Users/frank.vanbiervliet/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/R5RE28LU/1.%09http:/ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/assistance_eu_ms/greek_loan_facility/pdf/01_mou_20150811_en.pdf
https://youtu.be/gxsYUkqWJ_0
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/assistance_eu_ms/greek_loan_facility/pdf/assessment_social_impact_en.pdf
http://corporateeurope.org/pressreleases/2015/09/big-money-and-close-ties-behind-big-pharmas-brussels-lobby-efforts-new-study
mailto:Nathalie.Simonnot@medecinsdumonde.net
mailto:Frank.Vanbiervliet@medecinsdumonde.net

