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This month menue. 

1. Health developments in Europe 
2. A Selection of News from the Network. 
3. Other organisations activities 
4. The migrants’ crisis in 2016 in quotes following the declaration of heads of states and the 

“deal”. 
5. Interesting articles. 

6. Future events 

1. Health developments in Europe 

29/1/16, the Minister of Health of the Nederlands, Dr E.I. Schippers issues a letter to the Dutch 

Parliament inviting them to support her new “Medicine policy plan”.  

20/2/16 in Greece, a law has been passed guaranteeing uninsured people and people with 

vulnerabilities (pregnant women, children, people living with chronic illnesses etc.) the right to 

free access to healthcare through the Public Health System and minimizes the bureaucratic 

procedures. Nevertheless no implementing provision has been made yet nor has an 

implementing/ministerial decision been issued. Uninsured people, by simply showing their 

Number of Social Security, will have the right to access public healthcare system. No 

hospitalization fee will be charged. Costs related to pharmaceutical products will be determined 

through a combination of income, social and clinic criteria, this will exempt people with 

vulnerabilities from paying these cost. In addition, all third country nationals with vulnerabilities, 

irrespective of their legal status, will be able to access healthcare by using a special card valid 

for six months and pregnant third country nationals can obtain this card with a one-year 

duration. 

7/3/16. United Kingdom. The Department of Health consultation on extending charges into 

primary care, accident and emergency and other services, has ended. Doctors of the World 

and other organizations responded to this consultation and were actively engaged, particularly 

warning about the serious limitation to healthcare access for undocumented migrants that such 

a reform will produce.  

10/3/2016 Hungary. The Hungarian government continues attacking the rights of refugees with 

draft legislation. A new bill amending asylum and immigration legislation was submitted to the 

Hungarian Parliament, with the aim of further reducing the level of protection afforded to 

asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international protection in the country. Márta Pardavi from 

the Hungarian Helsinki Committee declared: "with the legal and physical barriers to access 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2016/03/07-eu-turkey-meeting-statement/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-963_fr.htm
https://www.government.nl/documents/letters/2016/03/07/medicines-policy-plan-new-drugs-available-to-patients-fast-at-an-acceptable-cost
http://www.asylumineurope.org/news/15-03-2016/hungary-new-reform-undercut-reception-conditions-asylum-seekers#sthash.cZrDEGxp.dpuf
http://ecre.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=135b63e5a4&e=42387f07ba
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protection in Hungary introduced in the fall of 2015, the government intended to ensure no 

asylum seekers would come. Now, by eliminating state-funded integration support specific to 

beneficiaries of international protection, the Bill is aimed at making the few people who do 

receive protection in Hungary move on elsewhere." 

29/3/16. Famous Danish Physician and researcher Peter Gøtzsche gave a presentation “Our 

lethal and highly costly drug epidemic” to the Dutch Parliamentary committee for Health. In the 

presentation he demonstrated problems related to the increasing production of new drugs with 

little innovation at high prices negotiated by unscrupulous pharmaceutical companies. His 

vision can be found here. 

9/4/16. Warsaw. Tens of thousands of women and people supporting abortion rights took to 

the streets to protest against a proposed law and to oppose a total ban on abortion. This 

proposed law would declare abortion in any circumstances illegal, making it the harshest policy 

in Europe. 

April 2016. In France, the new Social Security Financing Act introduced the "universal health 
protection» ("PUMa") that entered into force on January 1, 2016, and includes many advances, 
including simplification and facilitation for maintenance of rights. The PUMa however worsens 
the access to health coverage for 700,000 foreign citizens living in France with residency 
permits: because of the lack of health coverage during the renewal periods. It constitutes a 
major step backwards compared to the previous reform of 2000. In a press statement an NGO 
collective (ODSE) calls upon the government to maintain the improvements made by the 2000 
CMU reform. 

6/4/16. Paris. A Manifesto of more than 100 NGOs including Médecins du Monde condemns 
the French National Assembly for passing a new bill “against the prostitutional system” 
principally aiming to penalize sex workers’ clients. After years of debates, auditions, and 
protests, the law penalizing clients has finally been passed in France. 

 

2. A Selection of News from the Network. 

1/12/2015. Sofia. An introductory meeting took place to launch the new project of The Bulgarian 

Family Planning and Sexual Health Association (BFPA) called “Mission possible: Better 
sexual and reproductive health for young people from vulnerable communities – ways of 
overcoming healthcare inequalities”. The activities on the initiative will be implemented until 
February 2017 in partnership with the National Network of Health Mediators (NNHM) in 14 
sites across 13 municipalities in Bulgaria. Testing for STIs including HIV are among the main 
activities implemented. The project aims to increase overall awareness of sexual and 
reproductive health issues.  

4/12/15. Carusel participated, along with other organizations, in the development of a position 
paper on vulnerable peoples’ access to identity documents. This position paper analyzes the 
effects of temporary identity documentation, which could potentially increase discrimination 
against marginalized people.  

17/12/15 is the International Day to End Violence against sex workers. Sex Workers in 
Bucharest, supported by several non-governmental organizations including Carusel, sent 
open letters to several Ministries demanding the decriminalization of commercial sex, the end 
of abuse by law enforcement representatives, the development of measures against 

http://www.wemos.nl/files/Documenten%20Informatief/Bestanden%20voor%20'Medicijnen'/Gotzsche%20Dutch%20Parliament%2029%20March%202016.pdf
https://www.government.nl/documents/letters/2016/03/07/medicines-policy-plan-new-drugs-available-to-patients-fast-at-an-acceptable-cost
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discrimination and stigma associated with sex work including access to justice, free access to 
HIV prevention and treatment materials.  

 “Velkám májgrentsz”, the “Welcome Migrants!” campaign (November 30 - December 8), 
Menedék – Hungarian Association for Migrants has launched a video-series and apartment 
rental program called Welcome Migrants! The participatory docu-series was created with the 
contribution of Hungarian celebrities and migrants who spent several days together and 
documented this time. The campaign and the apartment rental program aim to help migrants, 
who live and wish to stay in Hungary, to raise awareness in the population, to reduce hate 
speech, and to help migrants find a flat more easily. In the first episode of the Welcome 
Migrants! series, actor and singer János Kulka hosts a guest in his home for several days. 
Amin, who stayed with Kulka, was born in Afghanistan and has lived in Hungary for six years. 
During the time they spent together, they shot a video-journal together reflecting on their 
experience in the most authentic way and providing unmediated personal accounts.  

December 2015 Migrant Rights Centre Ireland (MRCI) co-publish a 22 member Irish coalition 
report called the “Protection, Resettlement and Integration: Ireland’s Response to the Refugee 
& Migration Crisis”. This report makes a series of concrete recommendations to the Irish 
government. 

Within the same month, MRCI published another report “Workers on the Move: Past Lessons 
and Future Perspectives on Ireland’s Labour Migration”.  While almost twenty years have 
passed since Ireland first became a country of positive net migration, little attention has been 
given to the lessons learned throughout this period. Workers on the Move provides a 
comprehensive overview of labour migration in Ireland – from policy to reality. 

In February 2016, the article “The COBATEST network: a platform to perform monitoring and 
evaluation of HIV community-based testing practices in Europe and conduct operational 
research” was published in “AIDS Care Psychological and Socio-medical Aspects of 
AIDS/HIV” by a group of HIV AIDS researchers including DEMETRA (a network partner in 
Lithuania). The article presents the results of a network of community-based voluntary 
counselling and testing services (CBVCTs). 

12/2/16. For international condom day the “LOVE BUS!" drove around Vilnius with DEMETRA 
providing the bus users with information and condoms. “It is necessary for us, Lithuanians, to 
get rid of stereotypes, realize that protection measures promoting and increasing accessibility 
are very important. Information about safer sex and provision of condoms is the purpose of 
this day” - says the Demetra Manager Svetlana Kulšis. 

In February Kirkenbymisjon, the organization hosting the Oslo health Centre for UDMs, 
objected to the Ministry of Justice on a consultation about changing current immigration law. 
They wrote: “We will protest against any position that aims at making Norway ‘the least 
attractive country in Europe’ “. 

In February and March, Naga co-organised 3 Friday conferences and 3 Saturdays workshops 
on migration with the theme “Oltre l’identità” meaning “Beyond identity”. 

The Annual Network Coordinators meeting was held in Athens, Greece from February 29 

to March 1. It was a success in terms of learning, sharing and networking. It was also an 

excellent occasion for all members to visit the MdM projects in Greece. We cordially thank the 

Greek team for their wonderful organizational help and their warm welcome. Minutes of the 

workshop will be published soon. 

http://menedek.hu/en/projects/velkam-majgrentsz
http://www.mrci.ie/resources/protection-resettlement-and-integration-irelands-response-to-the-refugee-migration-crisis/
http://www.mrci.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Workers-on-the-Move_SPS.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09540121.2016.1146218
http://www.naga.it/tl_files/naga/Oltre%20l'identita.pdf
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3/3/16. A group of national and international NGOs, including Doctors of the World, issued a 
press statement condemning European countries for closing their borders and for having 
worked out a broader package of deterrence policies intended to stem the flow of migrants 
seeking safety. 

17/03/2016, Brussels. IOM Europe delegation office, was the venue of the Expert Working 
Group “Consensus Guidelines on access to healthcare services for migrants in irregular 
situations” Agencies / programs represented: IOM, COST ADAPT (MIPEX), MSF, MdM, 
PICUM, Centre for Health and Migration, University of Gent, Catholic University of Louvain, 
Belgian Health care knowledge Centre, WHO EURO, DG Health (trainee), Alliance for 
maternal health equality. IOM is the implementing partner of the EU funded Equihealth 
program that aims at fostering health care for migrants, Roma and other vulnerable groups in 
the EU. Based on MIPEX findings (but also from our Network and PICUM), experts were invited 
to reflect on the findings and express their experience and views on undocumented migrants 
access to health care. Indeed, consensus has not yet been reached between 
agencies/organisations and members states as regard the scope of the health care packages 
offered to migrants. This stalemate must evolve towards a positive change. However, the 
question remains as to which leverages can be used and how to connect studies, like those of 
MIPEX, to a consensus guideline for action. Overall, the idea was to gather ideas and draw 
consensus in order to issue a background paper that IOM would share at the 12-13/5 
Conference on Migrants and Health actions in Lisbon. 

7/3/16. The Aquarius, the vessel chartered by SOS MEDITERRANEE in partnership with 
Doctors of the World for all medical actions rescued 68 migrants including 10 women coming 
from Senegal, Gambia, Mali and Sierra Leone. The youngest was only 15 years old. They were 
weakened, shocked, exhausted and suffering from dehydration.  

16/3/16. Publication of the European Health Forum GASTEIN 2015 conference report. For 
three days in late September, the EHFG hosted discussions between over 500 health 
professionals. The Forum's review of the underlying issues - demographic, social, scientific, 
economic, ethical, environmental - was based squarely on the four pillars that support health 
policy: the EHFG drew on the worlds of research and practice, on the community of patients 
and civil society, on governmental organizations, and on the healthcare industries - and all of 
them were encouraged to challenge the status quo. 

19/3/16. In a new report, Kirkenbymisjon describe the extreme vulnerability of migrant 
workers in Oslo. The NGO sees "the need for a more far-reaching change in the health and 
welfare systems in Norway and Europe. We need systems that far more than is the case today 
reflect the transnational health and welfare challenges facing mobility ". 

From March 4-13, 2016 Naga participated in a series of events called "La conoscenza come 
antidoto alla paura e ai pregiudizi" meaning "Knowledge as an antidote to fear and prejudice" 
which took place in Milan. In the 10 days there were more than 50 free events to raise 
awareness and information on the topic of Migrants and Refugees: meetings with writers, 
debates, conferences, workshops for children and families, food events, reading, music, 
theater etc… 

8/3/16. Carusel informs on the launch of a new programme called "DN0" that aims to increase 
access to social and medical services for 300 women exercising street level sex work in 
Bucharest and elsewhere in Romania and to promote their rights. 

21/03/2016. Migrant Rights Centre Ireland (MRCI) cosigned an open letter to all members 
of parliament against the European Council deal with Turkey. 

http://www.nrc.no/arch/img.aspx?file_id=9215088
http://equi-health.eea.iom.int/
http://equi-health.eea.iom.int/
http://www.mipex.eu/health
http://www.ehfg.org/fileadmin/ehfg/Programm/2015/EHFG_2015_Conference_Report.pdf
http://www.bymisjon.no/PageFiles/39986/Kirkens%20Bymisjon%20Oslo%20PrekariatsRapp%202016.pdf
http://www.mrci.ie/blog/open-letter-to-all-tds-on-the-european-council-deal-with-turkey/
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13/04/2016, Göteborg hosted the British Journal of Medicine International Forum on Quality 
and Safety in Healthcare. In the session 'Providing Best Healthcare During the European 
Refugee Crisis - Mobilising Health and Care Support', MdM made a presentation with Dr 
Anders Björkman founder & Vice President of Doctors of the World Sweden, Professor of 
Infectious Diseases and Senior Doctor at the Karolinska Institute and a key note speech of Dr 
Alexander van Tulleken Academic Director and Helen Hamlyn Senior Fellow at the Institute of 
International Humanitarian Affairs (Fordham University). A crowd of 3,000 mainstream doctors, 
nurses and health managers attended the presentations. Thanks to MdM UK for giving the 
network the chance to participate and to MdM SE. 

14/04/16. 8 Presidents of the European Network of Doctors World met in Idomeni camp close 
to border with Macedonia (FYROM) showing their solidarity. A press conference was given in 
Thessaloniki with MdM Presidents and doctors working in the field: "Today in Idomeni which 
is now the largest camp on the European territory, we have in front of our eyes dramatic 
consequences of the lack of vision or even the denial of any political solution of the Member 
States" said Dr. Françoise Sivignon, President of Médecins du Monde FR. A press release 
was published on the same day. 

16/4/16. The SOS Méditerrannée – Doctors of the World Aquarius vessel rescued 116 people 
including 20 women and a child. The rescue operation went well. Among the survivors, four 
men had bullet wounds dating back about a week. Once onboard, the rescued people were 
immediately supported by the crew and the Doctors of the World team. 

17/4/16. The following day the same team saved the lives of 108 people in tragic 
circumstances. Rescuers were required to maneuver in rough seas in order to rescue a boat 
with an inoperable motor that was half deflated and filled with water. It took 6 rotations to bring 
the 108 survivors safely onboard.  

 

3. Other organisations activities 

19/1/16 A new report released by Doctors without Borders (MSF) stresses that the EU has 
“catastrophically failed” in its responsibility to respond to the urgent humanitarian and medical 
needs of refugees and migrants arriving at Europe’s borders. The continued focus on securing 
borders and deterrence, coupled with anti-immigration policies developed since the 1990s and 
ad hoc asylum systems in the Member States have contributed to the current reception crisis. 

16/3 PICUM issued a letter to the President of the European council Donald Tusk. The letter 
emphasized that restrictive policies will not end irregular migration. Furthermore by outlining 
the legal and moral obligation to assist migrants, there is no such things as “bad migrants but 
rather bad policies”. 

17/3/2016 IOM meeting on « Consensus Guidelines on access to health care services for 
migrants in irregular situation). The intergovernmental organization is the implementing partner 
of the EU funded Equihealth program that aims at fostering health care for migrants, Roma 
and other vulnerable groups in the EU. Based on MIPEX findings (but also from the Network 
and PICUM), this one-day experts consultation aimed to gather views on undocumented 
migrants health and try to issue a background consensus paper that IOM will share at the 12-
13/5 Conference on Migrants and Health actions. Ursula Tremmer from the Center for Health 
and Migration of Vienna and François Fille from MdM attended. 

http://internationalforum.bmj.com/
http://internationalforum.bmj.com/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/actualites/presse/2016/04/15/le-reseau-europeen-de-mdm-idomeni-plus-grand-camp-deurope
http://www.msf.org/sites/msf.org/files/msf_obstacle_course_to_europe_0.pdf
http://picum.org/picum.org/uploads/file_/PICUM%20letter%20to%20President%20Tusk_16March%202016.pdf
http://equi-health.eea.iom.int/
http://www.mipex.eu/health
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22/3/16 UNHCR redefines its role in Greece. Under the new provisions as these sites have 
now become detention facilities. “In line with our policy on opposing mandatory detention, we 
have suspended some of our activities at all closed centres on the islands. This includes 
provision of transport to and from these sites. However, UNHCR will maintain a presence to 
carry out protection monitoring to ensure that refugee and human rights standards are upheld, 
and to provide information on the rights and procedures to seek asylum”. 

 

4. The migrants’ crisis in 2016 in quotes following the 
declaration of heads of states and the “deal”. 

7/3/16 former Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt told MEPs in Strasbourg, France that 
the deal was “hugely problematic”. He said “It is a deal with Turkey in which we outsource our 
problems, a deal in which we are giving in fact the entrance keys, the keys to the gates of 
Europe, in the hands of Turkey“ 
 
 
8/3/16 Filippo Grandi – the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees “I am deeply 
concerned about any arrangement that would involve the blanket return of anyone from one 
country to another without spelling out the refugee protection safeguards under international 
law,"  “arrangements must include clearly spelt out protection safeguards for all individuals 
under international and European Union law. However, we cannot respond to refugee crises 
by closing doors and building fences. The magnitude of this particular crisis shows us 
unmistakably that it cannot be business as usual, leaving the greatest burden to be carried by 
the countries closest to the conflict.” 
 He went on to say “This is not a matter purely of numbers but of humanitarian need and 
decisions should be made on that basis. This is in no-one’s interests except the smugglers.”  
 
8/3/16 the EU chief, Donald Tusk, said: “the days of irregular migration to Europe are over”. 
 
8/3/16 David Cameron, the UK prime minister said: “We do have the basis for a breakthrough 
which is the possibility that, in future, all refugees who arrive in Greece will be returned to 
Turkey. (That would break the business model of the people smugglers and end the link 
between getting in a boat and getting settlement in Europe). That is something that I have been 
arguing for a year and I think this is significant but only if it is fully implemented and that’s what 
needs to happen next.” 
 
8/3/16 Amnesty’s Europe director, John Dalhuisen, said: “It’s a really grim day and it’s a really 
grim deal. It’s being celebrated by people who are dancing on the grave of refugee protection, 
who want to enforce Fortress Europe and who don’t want these refugees in our countries." He 
continued on to say “If it is applied in its absolute sense, then the number of refugees that 
Europe would take would depend on the number of refugees prepared to risk their lives through 
other means – and that is staring at a moral abyss.” 
 
14/3/16 “Spain will only accept … an agreement that is coherent, compatible to the 
international law, and that is extraordinarily respectful towards the human rights of the persons 
that need to flee from their home country,” José Manuel García-Margallo. 
16/3/16 Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for Migration, Interior Affairs, and Citizens 
declared "The Union member states have taken a legal engagement to relocate 160,000 
people who have demonstrated a need for international protection. They have confirmed this 
engagement at several occasions. It is urgent that they honor this engagement, to stop any 
further deterioration of refugees’ situations in Greece where the humanitarian crisis is 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2016/03/07-eu-turkey-meeting-statement/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2016/03/07-eu-turkey-meeting-statement/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-963_fr.htm
http://www.theguardian.com/world/eu
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becoming increasingly acute every day… The member states must also open safe routes and 
legal entry into Europe for persons needing international protection as they must stand in 
solidarity with third countries that are equally concerned by this refugee crisis by increasing 
substantially their efforts in terms of relocation? " 
 
16/3/16 Human Rights Commissioner Nils Muiznieks: “Desperate asylum-seekers and 
refugees will find different routes to Europe - it won't stem the flow significantly in my view. It 
will also lead to a lot of legal challenges to the deal at the European Court of Human Rights. 
It's in clear violation of a number of legal provisions. And then you might ask also: Will 
European public opinion tolerate the sight of women and children being forcibly sent back to 
Turkey? So in my view it won't work, it's not legal, and it's not moral.” 
 
He went on to say that “The core principle of the international refugee regime is that every 
person seeking protection has the right to have his case examined on a case-by-case basis 
on the individual merits. This deal does not foresee that. It foresees summary expulsions of 
people. So it's against its fundamental principle which is enshrined in the international refugee 
regime as well as it contravenes the principle of the ban on collective expulsions - so it would 
be an illegal deal. It would undermine the very foundations upon which Europe is built” and 
provokingly asked “Why strike an illegal deal which undermines everything we claim to stand 
for?” 
 
17/3/16 Cyprus President Anastasiades: "It is unwarranted, counter-productive - not to mention 
unacceptable - to shift the burden of responsibility for the migration crisis on my shoulders." 
 
18/3/16 British Prime Minister David Cameron has said the plan would also be a step toward 
"busting the business model of these people smugglers, and so therefore breaking the link 
between getting in a boat and getting settlement in Europe." 
 
18/3 Claude Morales, EU MEP  chair of the European Parliament civil liberties, justice and 
home affairs committee. “European Union countries cannot simply send people seeking 
international protection back without ensuring international asylum standards for all migrants 
are met in Turkey.” 
 
18/3/16 Amnesty International’s UK director, Kate Allen, said: “Every government in Europe 
will have to declare its hand this week: does it uphold the right to seek asylum, or does it 
subordinate that right to horse trading with a country that has an inadequate record of 
respecting it."  
She went further saying “This is a dark day for the Refugee Convention, a dark day for Europe 
and a dark day for humanity. It's absolutely shameful to see leaders seeking to abandon their 
legal obligations. Forcing refugees back into the hands of the very smugglers they just came 
from so they can have another go at exploiting them is obviously madness. There's no way 
anyone should herald this as a solution." 
 
Marta Foresti The Overseas Development Institute “ refugees and migrants do not make the 
decision to leave their home lightly, are willing to take significant risks and will not be deterred 
by the policies and restrictions of EU countries. Those excluded from the deal will continue to 
try different, more dangerous routes if the border between Turkey and Greece is shut to them. 
The EU has failed to provide a humane or pragmatic response to the crisis, what is now needed 
is leadership at the global level.” 
 
18/3/16 Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davatoglu said, "The agreement today has a 
humanitarian dimension, because the main objective of all these efforts was to prevent the 
deaths of children, women, and youngsters, in the Aegean Sea or in different parts of our 
neighborhood." "For us, for Turkey, [the] refugee is not an issue of bargaining, but an issue of 
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values ... all humanitarian values, as well as European values," "Turkey has received 2.7 
million refugees, without any significant assistance from anywhere." 
 
24/3/16 The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
expressed his deep concern following the recently signed accords between the European 
Union and Turkey, highlighting what he called ”a contradiction at the heart of this very accord” 
he also spoke of his worry when facing arbitrary detention measures for refugees and migrants” 
The declared intention to deport refugees and migrants is in stark contrast with the guarantees 
of individual evaluation… In order to consider these guarantees as authentic, the individual 
evaluation of each petition must consider the possibility that the persons in question shall not 
be deported. Without this, these measures will qualify as collective deportations. ”    
 
1/4/16, John Dalhuisen, Amnesty International’s:  “In their desperation to seal their borders, 
EU leaders have willfully ignored the simplest of facts: Turkey is not a safe country for Syrian 
refugees,” he went on to say “Far from pressuring Turkey to improve the protection it offers 
Syrian refugees, the EU is in fact incentivizing the opposite,”  “It seems highly likely that Turkey 
has returned several thousand refugees to Syria in the last seven to nine weeks. If the 
agreement proceeds as planned, there is a very real risk that some of those the EU sends 
back to Turkey will suffer the same fate” and then declared: “over the last few months, Turkey 
has introduced visa requirements for Syrians arriving by air, sealed its land border with Syria 
for all but those in need of emergency medical care, and shot at some of those attempting to 
cross it irregularly. Now Turkey is touting the creation of an undeliverable safe zone inside 
Syria. It is clear where this is all heading: having witnessed the creation of Fortress Europe, 
we are now seeing the copy-cat construction of Fortress Turkey.” 
 
4/4/16 HRW Gerry Simpson, a senior refugee advocate called a "historic day of shame" as the 
"dirty" migrant deal was implemented. “(there was a) tremendous amount of uncertainty about 
whether those being deported had been allowed access to fair asylum procedures “ he carried 
on to say "Like a thief in the night, the EU kicked off its shameful refugee dumping deal under 
cover of dawn. ” and then stated that "Turkey has no asylum procedures in place, so whether 
these people are from Bangladesh, Pakistan or any other nation it can’t be said they have 
access to fair protection there," he declared that "We have a number of concerns right now, 
but number one is the concern that the EU is breaching European law by returning people who 
need protection to an unsafe country." 
 
4/4/16 A spokeswoman for the UNHCR defends the deal, and said the returns so far had 
followed "normal policy". Melissa Fleming said UNHCR workers had spoken to some of those 
being deported, and found they "did not express their intention to seek asylum". The EU-Turkey 
deal is expected to carefully screen people who fear for their lives or "have a well-founded fear 
of persecution" if they are sent home or to another country. 
 
4/4/16 Greek Interior Minister Panagiotis Kouroumblis "If we find that the criteria we have set 
for Turkey for securing refugee rights are not being fulfilled, then we won't be able to send any 
more people back,". 

6/4 Eva Joly, Green-EFA member of the Justice and Home Affairs Committee, "Member States 
cannot simply manage geographic borders without assuming their responsibilities towards all 
refugees arriving on our soil. We therefore regret the part of the response of the European 
Commission. ” she went on to say "It is obvious that the European asylum system is now 
outdated. The Dublin system must be replaced by a permanent mechanism for relocation of 
refugees across the EU that is fair and based on solidarity. If the European agency support 
asylum (EASO) actually has a supporting role to play, it does not allow Member States to 
discharge their own duties under the Geneva Convention. " 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur05/001/2014/en/
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8/4/16 Merkel said she is "firmly convinced that making clear we are putting ourselves against 
illegal migration is right." and that "It's important that Greece lives up to its own obligations," 
Merkel said. "We are helping Greece, both financially and on the ground." 
On changing the Dublin rules she stated that "We need to know how it can be adapted to the 
changed reality. The way we handle the issue will influence Germany and Europe in the long 
run," she said in her speech”. 
 
8/4/16 Gauri van Gulik, Amnesty International deputy director for Europe "On the edge of 
Europe, refugees are trapped with no light at the end of the tunnel. A setup that is so flawed, 
rushed and ill-prepared is ripe for mistakes, trampling the rights and well-being of some of the 
most vulnerable people,”  

 

5. Interesting articles and publications. 

Good news. By extending health care coverage governments will save money. You may find 
at http://www.equaltimes.org/save-money-provide-free-healthcare#.VvO2OOLhDIV a 
summary of a survey “Effect of Restricting Access to Health Care on Health Expenditures 
among Asylum-Seekers and Refugees: A Quasi-Experimental Study in Germany, 1994–2013” 
Kayvan Bozorgmehr (University of Heidelberg) and Oliver Razum (Bielefeld University) 

Another report wrote by FRA follows the same conclusions “Cost of exclusion from healthcare. 
The case of migrants in an irregular situation”. MdM widely contributed to this report by working 
together with the FRA team ahead to the study. We use this report constantly in our advocacy 
work. 

1/3/16 Luxemburg. The Court of Justice of the European Union has ruled that a requirement 
that beneficiaries of subsidiary protection who are receiving welfare benefits must live in a 
certain part of Germany amounts to a restriction on the right to freedom of movement. The 
ruling goes on to find that this restriction may be justified only in specific situations, on the basis 
of assisting with their integration. However it cannot be justified by the aim of achieving a fair 
distribution of social assistance burden across the State. Julia Zelvenska, ECRE’s Senior 
Legal Officer, explains that the judgment ‘clarifies that freedom of movement encompasses 
both the right to move freely and choose the place of residence within the member state that 
granted international protection’. 

2/3/16. Publication of a new report by Missing Children Europe says that more than 89,000 
unaccompanied children arrived in the European Union in 2015 (UNHCR), which represents a 
dramatic increase from to the 23,000 unaccompanied children arriving in 2014.  
According to Europol, 10,000 of these children have disappeared within hours of being 
registered and only a handful have been found since.  

4/04/16. The Jean Jaures foundation published a study performed by IFOP called “Six months 
after: Europeans facing the migrants’ crisis”. Six months after the “refugee crisis” public 
opinions throughout Europe were analysed on their perception of the flux and the 
responsibilities of their government.  According to the survey, German people are more 
reserved in front of the migrant flux (48%) compared to September (55%) and 47% of them 
believe now that their country “already has a lot of foreigners or people of foreign origin” 
welcoming more immigrants is not possible" (an increase of 14 points compared to 
September). However, 72% continue to believe that "it is the duty of [their] country to host 
migrants fleeing war and misery» (in contrast they are only 56% in France and 69% in Italy). 

http://www.equaltimes.org/save-money-provide-free-healthcare#.VvO2OOLhDIV
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/cost-exclusion-healthcare-case-migrants-irregular-situation
http://ecre.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=bc6c509797&e=42387f07ba
http://ecre.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e3ebd297b1510becc6d6d690&id=5937c1e3ec&e=42387f07ba
http://missingchildreneurope.eu/Portals/0/Docs/Best%20practices%20and%20key%20challenges%20for%20interagency%20cooperation%20to%20safeguard%20unaccompanied%20migrant%20children%20from%20going%20missing.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/30/fears-for-missing-child-refugees
http://www.feps-europe.eu/assets/92a62293-2140-4800-a44e-f8355641ce64/notefjj-304engpdf.pdf
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On you can watch also videos of MdM work in Idomeni camp. 

 

6. Future events 

18/04/2016. Amsterdam Meeting of Ministers of Health Under the leadership of the Dutch EU 
Presidency, discussions will be held around access to affordable medicines. Civil society 
groups strongly support the Dutch Presidency’s critique on the current over-protection and 
abuse of intellectual property rights for pharmaceuticals and the need to better balance the 
rewarding of innovation against ensuring affordability of medicines.  

 
27/04/2016. At MdM in Brussels, PICUM will organize an Informal Stakeholder Discussion on 
the Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights of Undocumented Migrants in the EU.  

This meeting provides a forum to discuss with key stakeholders specific obstacles preventing 
undocumented migrants from accessing SRH services, and their impact on the health of 
individuals, families and communities; as well some approaches to addressing those barriers 

May 11 Lisbon: 

May 12-13, 2016. In Lisbon, the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation will be the venue of the 
“Conference on Migrants and Health actions funded under the Health Programme 2008-2013 
and 2014-2020”. This Conference aims to share knowledge on Health and Migrants acquired 
through the Health inequalities and Health security actions funded under the Health 
Programme 2008-2013 and 2014-2020, and to demonstrate how results can be used to 
improve Member States capacities to respond to the challenges deriving from health 
inequalities experienced by those vulnerable groups. The IOM consensus note on migrant 
health discussed with MdM and Centre for Health and Migration will be shared at the 

conference.  

23 and 24 June 2016 in Strasbourg the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe. The 
treatment of migrants, refugees and NGOs defending their rights. Urgent debate for civil 
society 

23-25 June 2016 The European Public Health Association (EUPHA) Section for Migrant and 

Ethnic Minority Health (MEMH) and The Norwegian Center for Minority Health Research 

(NAKMI) are hosting the 6th European Conference on Migrant and Ethnic Minority Health 2016 

in Oslo. Two abstracts from the MdM have been accepted by the conference: one on Health 

and access to care for migrants facing multiple vulnerabilities in Europe, the other one on 

Violence experienced by migrants seen in Doctors of the World free clinics in 2014 & 2015. 

MdM will also be involved as a speaker in the plenary pre-conference and as a panelist for the 

main conference. The Health Centre for Undocumented migrants of the Kirkens Bymisjon 

is will also actively participate in the event. 

9-12 November 2016, the EUPHA conference will be held in Vienna. Médecins du Monde is 

invited by the Migrant and ethnic minority health section and the Child and Adolescent Public 

Health section to participate. 

 

http://medecinsdumonde.ch/pays/urgence-refugies/projet-refugies/
http://114031-www.web.tornado-node.net/about-eupha-memh/
http://114031-www.web.tornado-node.net/about-eupha-memh/
http://114031-www.web.tornado-node.net/about-nakmi/
http://114031-www.web.tornado-node.net/about-nakmi/
http://eupha-migranthealthconference.com/euphas-6th-european-conference/
http://eupha-migranthealthconference.com/euphas-6th-european-conference/

