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Several international days of interest in December 
World AIDS Day (1 December) – the world AIDS day is dedicated to raise awareness on HIV infection and the advances 

of the medical research.  

International Day of Persons with Disabilities (3 December) – the theme for 2017 was “Transformation towards sus-

tainable and resilient society for all”. 

International Volunteers Day (5 December) – to highlight the work and com-

mitment of volunteers all around the world. 

Human Rights Day (10 December) – to celebrate the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, and to raise awareness about human rights violations. 

International Day to end vio-

lence against sex workers (17 

December) – to call attention 

on the violence committed 

against sex workers whether 

institutional or individual. 

International Migrants Day (18 

December) – to disseminate 

knowledge about the migrants’ rights and freedom. 

International Human Solidarity Day (20 December) – human solidarity 

and cooperation are the means through which to achieve the Sustaina-

ble Development Goals. 

 

Fighting HIV – prevention and screenings with Médecins du Monde Belgium 
In Belgium, the number of new cases of HIV infections decreased by 9.8% between 2015 and 2016. However, encour-

aging figures should not hide the reality: there is still, in average, three new cases per day in Belgium (915 in 2016). 

This is why MdM Belgium programmes always include a "prevention and screening" component. 



People met by MdM who do not have access to mainstream healthcare, usually rely on the Urgent Medical Assistance 

(AMU) scheme to obtain their treatment. However, the AMU must be renewed every three months, which jeopardises 

the continuity of care. Moreover, if the beneficiary of the AMU scheme changes residence, a new request must be 

made.  

Médecins du Monde Belgium recommends access to treatment for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases to be 

facilitated, especially for people facing vulnerabilities. 

 

A cookbook to recount the life of the migrants in Hungary 
Zsófia Mautner (Chili & Vanilia) and Menedék Association for Migrants made a 

cookbook that collects both testimonies and recipes from migrants living in 

Hungary. People coming from 15 different countries were interviewed for this 

cookbook. They talked about their experience, their life in Hungary, and how 

they express their culture through their cooking.  

 

In Calais (a city in North of France), associations are lending blankets and sleeping bags in order to 

fight against the harassment of migrants by the authorities 
By lending rather than giving sleeping bags, the associ-

ations retain the ownership and are thus able to press 

charges in case the equipment is destroyed or confis-

cated by the authorities. Inspired by what is done in 

Belgium, several French associations are currently test-

ing the idea in Calais where numerous migrants stop in 

their way to Great Britain. Indeed, in Calais, for several 

months the authorities have been trying to prevent the 

raise of temporary settlements by harassing the mi-

grants, confiscating their properties, and preventing 

access to potable water, knowing that they would not 

press charges.  

Read more about it (in French) http://www.libera-

tion.fr/france/2017/12/06/calais-contre-le-harcele-

ment-des-migrants-par-la-police-les-assos-testent-

une-parade_1614960

 

NEWS from the network: 

Norway: The health centre for undocumented migrants 

obtained funding for next year (2018) from the munici-

pality of Oslo. This amount is under 10% of the total budget of the 

health centre but is a milestone in Norway concerning politician’s re-

sponsibility to act to the medical needs in their city. 
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Spain: MdM Spain, in collaboration with the University of Alcalá de Henares (UAH), developed a new appli-
cation for mobile phones that intends to become the voice of the people at risk of exclusion.  
Read more about it (in Spanish) https://www.medicosdelmundo.org/app-siria 

 
 UK: Doctors of the World organised a Santa run on the 3 December to raise funds. 

Luxembourg: MdM Luxembourg starts its Christmas campaign encouraging people to donate money for      

health as part of the seasonal greetings 

France: launch of the campaign “SHUT UP DEATH”. Carrying a message of hope and solidarity, the campaign, 
addresses the various aspects of the work of the association that "silenced death". 
Click here to access the campaign 

 

 

Who are we? 
The ‘European Network to reduce vulnerabilities in health’ is a broad network of 23 non-governmental organisations 

(NGOs) and academic partners, financed by the European Commission, contributing to decrease EU-wide health ine-

qualities and support European health systems to be better equipped to deal with vulnerability factors. We advocate 

for better access to healthcare for people facing vulnerabilities through robust data collected among the partners and 

representation towards European institutions and stakeholders.  
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The European Network to Reduce Vulnerabilities 
in Health is wishing you a great holiday season! 

https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/   @EuropNetRedVuln 

https://www.medicosdelmundo.org/app-siria
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/fr/actualites/campagne/2017/12/19/shutupdeath
https://mdmeuroblog.wordpress.com/

